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Below are listed the balance of the solvers of the December problem. That is, all who sent in 
their solutions before the deadline we had to set in self-defense. In order to bar having to print 
a special Honor Roll next November for that one very welcome letter that always comes in 
eight months after publication from a fan in Johore, Pago Pago, or Tanganyika. 


“Tattered Wing-Tips,’’ Editor, The Birdmen’s Perch, 
Room 3800, Gulf Bidg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 











REPEAT PERFORMANCE 


On February 15th the National! Satety 
Council handed our its Certificates of 
Special ¢ ommendation tor ’ 

Right ip there leading the parade in 
safety achievements, were three old triends 
of ours who will be hanging S year § 
certincates next to the one ev won last 
year and in years previ« 


American Airlines, Inc 


Eastern Air Lines, Inc 

Pennsylvania-Central Airlines Corp 
All thre« ire rood Gult stomer;rs Last 
ern Air and Penn-Centra se only Gulf 
Aviation Gas and Gultprids ommercial 
twin, Gulf Airline Oil. Americar 1ys 
G.A.G in Certain Cerritories 

We re pro 1to do DUS ess with § ich 


consistent topnorchers 





WHAT PRICE FRICTION? 


The ormer iv We ead W ere OO rons of 
weight, floated on oil i € moved Dy 
< ly (AM) OF a « cCDOWw¢ As 0 
now many ti Sana hMorcpower WoO ld 


we shud- 


But the tact is that without oil no 
plane would ret of ré And 
without d ti me motor would Keep 
running tor more tha i few ! I tes 
For tne strain put on oil \ oder en- 
gines with their high-compression ratios 
and higher temperatures ts such that tn- 
terior oils burn up go to carbon and 


shi dge in no time 


That's wl Gulfpride 


y we recommel 


Oil the only 


oul retine 1 pot DY con 
ventional methods and by the famous 
Gult-invented Alchlor process. It's this 
extra, unique process that igs out up to 
10% more carbon and sludge formers 

makes Gultpride the world’s tinest oil for 


planes. 





* HONOR ROLL * 


Matthew Verknyl: Sam Yankelowitz 
Fred G. Taintor; Hugh V. Williams; 
Eugene Edminster; Jimmy Creaser 
Altred Portinga; Howard J. Strauck 
Bill Keienburg, Jr.; Fred Knowles; 
Fred Kelly, Jr.; Bob Stortts; Fred Mc 
Master; P. D. Andrews; Sidney Bob«x 
Harry E. Chambers; Bob Newill; Johr 
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F. Suydam. Congrats to all 











OLD-ENOUGH-TO-KNOW- 
BETTER DEPT. 


Ihe combined ages of a pilot and his 
plane are 35 years 

When the pilot was twice as old as the 
plane is now, he was twice as old as the 
plane was then 


How old is the pilot and how old ts the 


plane 

Mail in your answer today to T.W.T. 
We'll shoot back the ofthcial by return 
mail 


THIS MONTH'S WHOPPER! 


Dear T.W.1 

Here is my contribution to This Month's 
Whopper. If it's true, then I'm a liar 

After barnstorming all last Summer, I 
checked my protits—or else—and decided to 


tie her to a tence to slowly rot away. Make 


more money that way 





Naturally when anyone retires they raise 
chickens or Hell. I took chickens (having 
done my Hell raisin’ previously) and, to 
soothe my nasty disposition, a rattlesnake by 
name of Buzzie for a pet 


Now Buz 


into the hen house to get himself an egg. 


zie was in the habit of slipping 


Inside, one day, he ran onto an old doorknob 
Nice egg, says Buzzie. “Nice eating.”’ So 
down it went 
When about halfway out through his favor- 
ite knothole in the door, he spied the other 
doorknob which had fallen off on that side. 


"Well, guess I can stand one more,” says 
Buzzie 

Now then we got something to think 
about. Buzzie with a knothole around his 
middle and him around a doorknob on each 
side the knothole. ““Buzzie,’’ says I, “‘this is 
going to take headwork. Digest 'em—long 


time. Break ‘em—nope. Hurt Buzzie.” 


[wo days Buzzie was in despair (also in 


the knothole); then it struck. 

















Buzzie,”’ says I, “your venom ain't got 


oomph.” So I tore for the house, got a medi- 
cine dropper, tilled it with a tew drops of 
Gulf Aviation Gas out of my tank and shot 


it down Buzzie's throat 


Whang! Our the door he came—knothole 
and all. He coiled three umes and took off 
East 


Noise! You shoulda heard his ratthes. Their 
roar run half of Europe into their bomb 
shelters when he passed over. 

O. A. Moritz 
P. S.—Buzzie came gliding in just now. Says, 
‘Make mine sparrow eggs. And Gulf Avia- 
tion Gas! Takin’ no more chances.”’ 





Gulf Oil Corporation and Gulf 
Refining Company... makers of 


GULF 
AVIATION 
PRODUCTS 

















NOW...HERE IT IS! 
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Only In Aeronca Do You Get 
All These Big-Ship Features As 
STANDARD EQUIPMENT! 


Aeronca is the only low-priced 
trainer with a HEAVY DUTY 
OLEO LANDING GEAR— 
designed to stand up under 
rough student landings . . . 
Unexcelled visibility — front, 
sides, up and down... 
Unusually large windows and 
windshield (windows measure 
19” high by 32" wide)... 
Large, roomy and comfortable 
rear seat is elevated 5 inches 
higher than front seat — and 
measures 2414" x 18" . . 


Attractively upholstered in- 
terior 

Advanced type Resistoflex 
fuel lines... 


Aeronca “Chief” safety-swing 
door... 
Airline type trimming tab... 
Folding front seat... 

.. and many other Aeronca 


features, such as the sturdy 
“Chief” tail surfaces. 
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THE NEW TANDE 


by Aeronca 


1390 


F. A. F. CINCINNATI 





Sues a beauty... this new Aeronca Trainer .. . the trimmest training 
ship you've ever seen! Sturdy, sleek lines that streak through space... 
maneuverability that will amaze you... complete visibility at any 
angle, for both instructor and student... and a ‘‘big-ship"’ feel and 


responsiveness that makes student training so much easier and faster. 


See and fly this new trainer BEFORE you make up your mind. See for 
yourself the many ‘“‘big-ship"’ features and advantages that make the 
Aeronca TANDEM TRAINER today's best buy! The original cost is 
low, from $1390... the down payment is as low as $463... and 
monthly payments can be arranged to suit your convenience. 
Lycoming and Continental motors—from 50 to 65 H. P. (TC Pending.) 
Write for literature. 
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TRAINER 


AERONAUTICAL CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
D-4 LUNKEN AIRPORT, CINCINNATI, 0....CABLE ADDRESS: AERONCA, U.S.A. 
Exclusive Export Agents: AVIATION EQUIPMENT AND EXPORT, INC., 25 Beaver Street, New York City. 
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FOLLOW THROUGH 


HEN it comes to acting collectively, people in 

aviation fail miserably, as witness the pitifully few 
virile organizations within the air family that do a real 
bang-up job of what they set out and profess to do. 
Whether the fault lies in the fact that aviation people are 
universally strong individuals not adept to mass action, or 
whether the problems that affect them do not strike home 
close enough to demand their concern, remains a matter 
for conjecture. There is a lot of talk but very little direct 
action in most of the attempts to organize for progress, 
promote the common welfare or band together for digging 
into problems that demand mass action. 


We in the great Southland are long on fun and short 
on work when it comes to selling practical aviation to 
our great latent markets or when tackling problems and 
sore-spots that affect us deeply. Even the most serious 
occasions must carry about 70 per cent fun and recrea- 
tion or you just won’t get the crowd out. The promise of 
a good time and not the promotion of a serious idea is the 


“¢ ome on”. 


No other clan or group in the Nation can have more 
fun than people who fly; yet by the same token there is 
no group quite so on the spot or in need of each other as 
every branch of the aviation family. There is no reason 
why work and fun couldn’t be mixed to a more soluble 
degree by a little more emphasis on the serious side and a 
little less attention to the hotcha-cha, because hundreds of 
intelligent individuals within aviation can’t be bothered 
with the general diet handed them and as a consequence 


+ 


are completely lost to most undertakings. Look to the 
organizations that hold a comfortable percentage of the 
serious-minded and you will find impressive strength and 


action. 


There’s another weakness that rears its supine head 
just often enough to be noticed and lamented. A group 
gets all stirred up into doing something big, gathers around 
for organized discussion, passes a few resolutions and 
then goes home to forget all about it until another chance 
comes up perhaps a year later for another meeting. For 
example, just the other day a meeting was held in Atlanta 
to discuss the airport situation in a sincere effort to secure 
a Federal program of airport development and improve- 
ment, which, incidentally, is one of the major jobs on the 
aviation agenda today. The big-wigs from the holy city 
of Washington came down, made some nice speeches to 
a representative crowd from surrounding States and called 
it a day. Last month down in Liberty, Texas, close to 
the warm shores of the Gulf of Mexico, a private fliers’ 
meeting was held and a Texas Private Fliers’ Association 
was formed. Both the Georgia and Texas affairs are noble 
efforts to do something towards placing the flying business 
on a sounder basis and providing the necessary background 
for direct action and positive results. But if the same 
holds true in these two instances as experienced with scores 
of other meetings and attempts at organization, they 
haven’t the chance of the proverbial snowball in Hades 
of accomplishing what their motivating powers desire to 
accomplish. If, however, they can follow through, hold 
on to the original interest displayed and get enough of the 
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hard-hitting, serious brand of individual to get in and pitch 
on the obvious jobs to be done and throw in a little fellow- 
ship with it, they will succeed and prosper as well as prove 
of inestimable value to themselves and brother airmen. 

The various branches of the aviation family might as 
well face the fact that unless they follow through with 
their original attempts to take care of their own interests, 
more and more will the non-fliers and politicians do the 
job for them, and, brother, we mean at the airplane owners’ 
and operators’ expense. Airports will be built (as in the 
past) where cow-pastures should flourish. Taxes will be 
heaped upon you until you cry for mercy. Silly laws and 
regulations, both State and Federal, will be passed until 
many of you will be legislated out of wings and horse- 
power. 

Flying people know what they need and what they 
want, but when it comes to doing something about it they 
would rather someone else take the responsibility. With 
that kind of attitude and philosophy in the saddle, we’re 
mighty apt to get bucked off our fast moving horse, get 
up suffering from the attendant bloody noses and ripped 
britches while our horse trots off to someone else’s stables. 


It’s high time we were making sumetning of our na- 
tional organizations, our regional meetings, our local avia- 
tion clubs and attempting to weld all of them into one 
powerful body of aviation men and women who know 
what their course is and can navigate it. 


We in the Southwest and South have that opportunity 
with the Southwest Aviation Conference, which last year 
adopted a new moniker, namely, The Air Congress of 
America. Its power, influence and membership is growing. 
Geographical expansion is imminent, especially in the great 
North Central States. The third annual meeting will be 
held in Tulsa April 25-27. Everyone who attends auto- 
matically becomes a member of the organization, which 
makes for a democratic, all-inclusive group truly repre- 
sentative of every phase of aviation. Through it and other 
regional groups afhliated under the Air Congress banner 
all local and regional problems and wants can be pooled. 
Co-ordination of efforts with other national aviation or- 
ganizations can be realized. No matter whether you are 
a lone wolf or a representative of some special group or 
locality, the door is open. It’s the only recipe we can see 
for securing an intelligent national aviation policy. 


OPERATORS AND ADVERTISING 


T might sound a bit “screwy” for an aviation magazine 
to advise a fixed-base operator to advertise in his local 
newspapers, but we have done it for years, and even have 
written Copy in some instances when we were called upon 
to do so. Newspaper advertising comes high, most op- 
erators cannot afford it and besides are not very adept 
at writing advertising copy that will produce results. The 
subject of advertising has been, in short, a hard nut to 
crack for the struggling operator. 


We believe it has finally been whipped. A _ nationally 
known advertising agency, specializing in aviation ac- 
counts, has prepared a continuous series of advertisements 
aimed directly at stimulating business for the fixed-base 
operator, and is ready to supply the service at a minimum 
cost. In fact, the campaign is already under way and 
has been subscribed to by many progressive operators all 
over the country. The effectiveness of the copy and its 


economy cannot be denied. 


Here’s the way it works: The agency prepares and 
sends out to the operators four ads a month in mat form 
complete with illustrations at a cost of only $5 per month. 
The operators’ only additional expense will be for newspaper 
space. Even this cost has been kept down by using ads 
small in size, but powerful in effect. There is no obliga- 


tion to use all or any of the four ads during the month, 
and one or four may be used as seen fit and finances allow. 

With this campaign every operator (only one in each 
locality is permitted to use it) becomes a “partner” with 
the other subscribers to the plan, thereby getting the 
advantage of professional ability, the spreading of prepa- 
ration costs so that he can afford it, plus the regularity of 
the program that precludes hit-or-miss, wasteful adver- 
tising. 

We believe this plan will result in money making by 
bringing prospects to the airport and produce business 
for flight instruction, passenger hopping, charter trips and 
sales; it will go a long way toward making the flying 
operations of the community more attractive to the cit- 
izens; it should add to the prestige of the operator as a 
part of the business life of his community; and create 
confidence in the conservatism and business-like manage- 
ment of the operator’s activities. Just look around your 
own home town and observe who the successful automo- 
bile dealers are and follow their advertising in the home 
town paper. We believe you'll see there’s a very definite 
connection between the two. 

If interested in this plan, write to Norman Warren, 
452 Fifth Avenue, New York City. It’s at least worth 
your investigation and serious consideration. 


DEALING WITH MINORS 


E recently heard of a case that deserves wide pub- 

licity, especially among flying schools, now that an- 
other spring is coming on, promising unprecedented busi- 
ness from a flight instruction standpoint. In all the rush 
and hustle those engaged in flying instruction as well as 
purveyors of general aviation services might forget that 
a lawyer before a contract is far more valuable and less 
expensive than after a poor one is made. 

The case we refer to is one of a minor contracting for 
about $1,500 worth of flying instruction. After com- 
plezing the course and paying up in full, the newly cert:fi- 
cated pilot brought suit for the return of his money 
under a point of law that abrogates contracts made by 
minors. The plaintiff won the suit and the flying school 
had to return the money. 
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Thousands of new pilots are in the making. The CAA 
civilian flight training program has been the source of 
great publicity to private flying and there’s no telling how 
many thousands of youngsters are waiting eagerly for 
spring and summer to get their wings. As their number 
increases, so will the marginal and sub-marginal type of 
individuals who stop at nothing to gain their ends. It 
means that you hard working operators are going to have 
to watch your step and stay one jump ahead of them. 


There are a lot of legal angles to the flying business 
that haven’t yet been put to the test; but with every 
Tom, Dick and Harry coming out now to fly airplanes, 
trouble will increase and things will start happening. Hence 
it is wise advice to consider the services of a reputable 
attorney for self-protection against the “wise guys”. 








BOMBERS FOR BARKSDALE 


TOM ASHLEY 


—- steps in the development of light bombardment 
‘as a new branch of combat aviation replacing attack, 
which was abandoned after an 18-year trial, have been taken 
by the Third Wing of the GHQ Air Force at Barksdale 


Field, Louisiana. 


The Wing has been reorganized and has swapped its 
single-engine A-17-A attack planes for twin-engine B-18-A 
medium bombers, on which its pilots are being checked. 
In April they are scheduled to receive delivery of new 
Douglas A-20 tricycle bombers, for which speeds as high 


as 400 miles per hour have been claimed. 


The new light bombers are smaller than the B-18 type. 
They are equipped with fixed-position forward firing 
machine guns for strafing as well as with Various s1Zes 
and types of bombs and chemicals. In the crew are a 


pilot, a bombardiet ind 1 rear gunner, 


Full details concerning the A-20 hav e not been released. 
It is similar to the Douglas DB manufactured for 
France, but is almost 100 miles per hour faster and pos 
sesses other refinements. It is a high-wing all-metal craft 
powered by twin engines of more 1,000 horsepower each 


und is equipped with a retractable tricycle landing gear. 


The light bomber is expected to provide swift and highly 
destructive tactics to bolster the work of medium and 
heavy bombardment branches, neither of which is adept at 
low altitude operations against comparatively small targets 
including enemy personnel on the ground. This was the 
mission assigned to attack, but its abandonment indicates 


it Was not the inswer to the problem involved. 


It has been indicated by the installation of a bombardier 
and bombsights in the A-20 that light bombardment will 
operate at altitudes considerably above that of attack, 
which was “zero”, but far below that of medium and 
heavy bombardment. Under ideal conditions, of course. 
it would swoop to zero when necessary, bringing into play 


its guns and chemical tanks. 


Many observers view light bombardment as the “missing 
link” in the ideal counter air force setup. Medium and 
heavy bombardment fail to qualify for comparatively 
short-range operations against small objectives, for they 


possess neither the speed nor maneuverability required. At 


their own altitude the lilliputs will seek to dominate pur- 


suit as far as speed 1S concerned and it 1s pointed out that 
they will possess a remarkable ability to maneuver. The 
two qualities would be combined to evade anti-aircraft 


fire at low altitudes. 


In addition to the development of light bombardment, 
the Third Wing has mustered a base force of more than 450 
men to occupy McDill Field, its southeastern outpost now 
nearing completion at Tampa, Florida. An advance unit 
has already moved into the Florida base to prepare for the 
arrival of the main body in May and later the arrival of 
a heavy bombardment group and a long-range reconnais- 
sance squadron to be transferred from Langley Field, Vir- 
ginia. Thus the Wing will extend its air defense area 
from the Mexican border across the Gulf of Mexico to 
the Caribbean area. 


Additionally also, the Wing has mustered a medium 
bombardment squadron for transfer to Anchorage, Alaska, 
where it will join other squadrons in the summer to occupy 


the new air base under construction there. 


cCe 


ARMY AIR CORPS NEEDS CADETS 


HE other day we received in the same envelope two 
war department releases. One stated unfilled vacancies 
in the March class of flying cadets were “filling rapidly”. 
The other one stated 300 unfilled vacancies exist in the 


Marc h Cc lass. 


Both, however, served the war department’s purpose. 
It needs more flying cadets quickly. Major General Henry 
(Happy) Arnold, Chief of Air Corps, explained it will 
be necessary to enroll classes of flying cadets numbering 
400 every six weeks until the class entering late in Sep- 
tember. To be eligible, candidates must be American cit- 
izens, between the ages of 20 and 27, unmarried, in good 
physical condition and possessed of at least half of the 
credits required for graduation from a recognized college 
or university. No previous flying experience or aeronauti- 
cal knowledge is required. Aspirants should apply at their 
nearest Air C orps station or by letter to their nearest corps 
area headquarters or directly to the Office of the Chief 
of Air Corps, War Department, Washington, D. C. 





LEFT: Once aloft, a pilot just entering bombardment aviation swings his .30-calibre machine gun at an aerial target. Each pilot goes through 
the rear qunnery course. RIGHT: Back home, a flight leader assembles his pilots for a critique, citing good and bad points to the fledglings. 
Tomorrow they take up a different problem, perfecting their technique. 
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FOX years I had dreamed of flying merrily along in my 


own airplane to vacation in distant places I had never 





seen, attending to business I could not otherwise con- 





veniently reach, and making interesting contacts with 





people who had really gone places and done things. 





In the spring of 1939, at the ripe old age of 34, my 





dream seemed further than ever from fulfillment. Al- 






though my business justified considerable traveling and 





my income was somewhat above average, I had come to 





believe that owning my own plane would be unjustifiably 





expensive and that learning to fly would be a long and 





tedious task requiring perfect health, eyesight, and co- 












































ordination. As a further obtacle the danger of flying seemed 


to be great. 


On the other hand, after three years of owning a motor 
crusier my wife and I were so tired of spending every 
summer week-end on the water and then having to wait 
all winter for spring to come again—only to face re- 
conditioning bills for the boat and an overdose of boating 
all over again—that we were ready and willing to find 


new hobby. 


In this state of mind I was called to Tulsa, Oklahoma, on 
business and while there had an opportunity to take a 
trip to Galveston and back with Bill Green, an enthusiastic 
flyer and president of Engineering Laboratories, Inc., one 
of my clients. We went in his new Beechcraft and, as I 
recall it, flew to Galveston in something less than four 


hours flying time. 





Mr. and Mrs. Bob Davis, who sold their motor launch for enough 
Davis is a Washington, D. C.., 
patent attorney. 


money to purchase a Stinson "105". 


COME ON UP! 


oatent attorney discovers how to mix pleasure and 
business with unbelievable economy by selling his 





boat, buying an airplane and converting a skeptical wife 


BOB DAVIS 





Flying, the way Bill did it, did not seem difficult or 
dangerous and my enthusiasm returned to the point where 
I began to look again at aviation magazines. An article 
entitled “Flying is Cheaper than Driving” in one air 
publication caught my eye, and when the author, a Holly- 
wood movie actor, presented figures to show that he could 
fly as economically as he could drive an automobile, | 
began to think seriously about personal aviation. 

Returning to Washington I found a responsive chord 
one of my friends. Together we visited a local airport and 
arranged to take a few lessons to find out how we liked 
it, although in my own mind at least there was still con- 
siderable doubt. 

Much to my surprise the Cub airplane in which we 
took our lessons proved to be neither a bucking broncho 
nor a pair of ice skates. After a relatively few hours of 
instruction, I found myself able to get off the ground and 
back again without really running any great danger of 
breaking my neck. 


Y the time I had obtained my private pilot’s license 

I was almost certain that flying was neither unduly 
expensive nor dangerous. But I resolved to buy a ship 
and fly it for a reasonable time before making a final 
decision. 

Careful examination of the various types of ships in- 
dicated to me that for my purpose a Stinson 105 would 
fill the bill. This ship carries three persons, cruises at 105 
miles an hour, has wing slots and flaps, and is exceptionally 
comfortable inside. The total cost was less than $3,000, 
and also less than the amount for which I had in the mean- 
time sold my boat. 

Accordingly, I purchased the 105 in September and flew 
it back from Detroit after about an hour’s instruction. 
The trip took four and a half hours flying time, the ship 
consumed 22 gallons of gas (which cost me about $5.25) 
and I personally had nothing to do except watch land- 
marks and smoke cigarettes. No road hogs shaved my 
fenders, no sharp turns caused my tires to squeal, and no 
slick roads sent me careening toward ditches. Just a simple 
take-off at the Stinson airport, a pleasant jaunt across 
Ohio, a stop at Pittsburgh for lunch and gas, and another 
hour and three-quarters watching the Allegheny moun- 
tains slide underneath and I was in Washington. I carried 

little Lear portable radio, which cost $39.50 and with 
which I could follow the government radio beams, but I 
really did not need 


CTOBER and November passed. 

license so that I could carry passengers in my new 
ship and made trips to New York, Philadelphia, Richmond, 
and a number of other places not very far away. Then 
came the big news and the grand idea. The Gulf Oil Com- 
pany was sponsoring a light plane cruise to Florida the first 
week of January. Oil and gasoline were to be furnished 
free and entertainment was provided all along the route. 
All we had to do was to agree to go. 


I got my class 2S 


My wife had never been on any long trips in a plane, but 
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A friend also agreed to go. The 
application was sent and the gasoline tickets and instruc- 
tions arrived. 


she agreed to try it. 


About this time we really got ambitious. A client in 
California and others in Dallas and Tulsa wanted to see me 
during the month of January and we evolved the plan 
of making the whole circuit and seeing the country while 
we were on our trip. The friend who was making it a 
threesome agreed to return from Florida by train and we 
mapped our route to include Florida, New Orleans, El 
Paso, Tuscon, Phoenix, Los Angeles, Dallas, Tulsa, St. 
Louis, Indianapolis (my old home town), and Cincinnati. 
With the stops necessary for business and the time we spent 
in Florida and sightseeing along the way, the trip would 
take five weeks. 

Saturday, December 30th, dawned bright and fine. It 
was cold and there were five or six inches of snow on 
the runways, but even with a full tank of gas, three 
passengers, a radio and baggage the little ship was off the 
runway with only two or three hundred feet of run, and 
we were quite comfortable in the well enclosed cabin. 

It was noon when we left Washington. At the end of 
two hours we were following the railroad into Raleigh, 
the first scheduled overnight stop. 

Short hops took us to Savannah on the scond day and 
Orlando, Florida, the rendezvous point, on New Year’s Day. 
A great welcome awaited us, an initiation into the Flying 
Alligators’ Club, and free sightseeing trips through 
Orlando and Winter Park which are two of the most beau- 
tiful tropical cities in America. There were around 700 
light airplanes on the field at Orlando, all having reached 
there through heavy winter weather without any more 
serious accidents than a few cracked wing tips. 


HE fliers and their passengers literally took over the 

town. Stories of forced landings in pig pens and corn 
fields and getting lost and ending back where they started, 
and having so much head wind that even the snails crawled 
past, were the order of the day. I remember one bus ride 
with a crowd going to the airport, in particular. Some 
of the boys were standing in the aisle. The driver made 
a sudden turn to avoid something and one of the fliers 
chirped: “Look out, you'll stall this crate!” Another 
replied: ““That’s only a tight turn. You wouldn’t recognize 
it because your 40-horse Cub won’t do one.” Conversations 
of that kind were endless. Everyone greeted everyone else 
the first time they saw them, and from then on they were 
old friends. 

After staying in Orlando two days we skipped the trip 
to St. Petersburg and went directly to Miami, flying across 
to the coast and down the beach to avoid flying across the 
swamps. Here we spent six glorious days on the beach and 
watching the air races. 

Leaving Miami on Tuesday, the 9th, at one o’clock in 
the afternoon, we flew to Ocala in northern Florida, and 
arrived in time to see the famous Silver Springs from a 
glass bottomed boat before dark. The next day we hopped 
by way of Tallahassee and Mobile to New Orleans, arriving 
relatively early in the afternoon at the Municipz! Airport. 
Two days in New Orleans visiting the French quarter, 
eating at Antoines, Arnauds, Tujacques and the other 
famous French places, inspecting the St. Louis Cathedral, 
the old French gardens, and visiting a few of the night 
clubs, and we were ready to leave. 

An NAA convention was in full swing at the airport, 
however, and the weather was not too good, so we post- 

(Continued on page 16) 





Here is the flight path taken by Davis and his wife on their first long cross-country trip. Starting out on the lightplane cruise to Miami in 

January, sponsored by the Gulf Oil Corporation, Davis and his wife decided to make a transcontinental trip mixing business with pleasure. 

They made no attempt to hurry, content to make an average of 600 miles per day. Although they flew over half of the United States 

during the worst part of a severe winter season, bad weather caused only three days’ delay. The greater part of the five weeks’ trip was 
spent attending to business and visiting points of interest along the way. 











AUTHOR'S FLIGHT DATA 


Total Distance Flown 6400 Miles 

Average Speed 92.6 M.P.H. 

Average Miles per Gallon 18.65 

Average Cost per Mile ¥.o1ss 
for Gas and Oil 
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Why Do Plane Owners and Pilots Quit Flying? 


TATISTICS recently released by the government show 
that a good many plane owners and pilots quit flying 
after approximately two and one-half years. Everybody has 
his own idea, of course, as to why they quit. Probably some 
of them are afraid or get scared out. Others find it too 
expensive for them. We think, though, that most of them 
must quit because they find the usefulness of aviation is 
limited. We have said before that in a number of instances 
we have been unable to fly places we wanted to visit be 
cause there were no urports handy Ot course, you can 
land in some nearby field and risk some farmer shooting you 
with a shotgun or his cows eating the fabric off your tail 
surtaces and even if neither of those things happen, you 
still find your ship dusty and unserviced and the gassing 
up is no small problem. In previous issues, we have sug 
gested that feeder airlines might cause more airports to be 
constructed and that sooner or later we would find most 
cities equipped to take care of visiting airmen. This, how 
ever, may be quite a while from now and we have a sug 
gestion to make that could, within 1 relatively short space 
ot time, cure this problem ot scarcity ot urp rts and 


service 


There have been numerous organizations sponsoring 
flight Strips long highw iys, but most of these have ex 
pected the State or Federal highway organizations to build 
such flight strips. We believe that some large oil com 
panies should be interested in getting some of their filling 
station operators in convenient Spots ilong main h ghways 
ind near good towns to level off and mow and keep in 
good shape fields suitable for emergency landings. In many 
cases, good filling stations are operated by farmers who 
have found that they can make more money selling gasoline 
und oil than they can raising agricultural products. In 
many cases, especially through the South ind Southwest, 
these filling station operators already have suitable land 
tor landing strips If someone in position to do so would 
Start pushing this proposition, it 1s quite possible that these 
filling station operators could be induced to mark off and 
maintain suitable landing strips which would not have to 
be more than 200 feet wide and 1,500 feet long, provided 
the approaches were clear. Such fields could be indicated 
on the government maps and service at least on gasoline 
and oil would be available. Furthermore, the filling sta 
tion operator would always have some way you could get 
into town If the filling station operator wanted to he 
could plant the land in alfalfa or other type ot hay and 
could probably obtain good revenue therefrom. In the 
course of time he would either acquire or could become 
a mechanic. At least near some of the more important 
places, this would be remunerative 
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We do not believe that people in aviation can expect the 
Government or the State or municipalities to furnish all 
the facilities. If we had waited for that to happen in the 
case of the automobile, we still would not have over a few 
hundred filling stations. The use of airplanes, although 
increasing by leaps and bounds, still is not comparable 
to the use of automobiles, and, consequently, we are going 
to have to go slowly on the airport construction program, 
unless we can find some other way than exclusively avia- 
tion to help pay the bill. It looks to us like some variation 
on this scheme ought to work. What do you think about it? 


Spy Scares 


URING February, we drove back through Pensacola, 

Florida, on our return from Tampa. Friends with us 
had never seen the naval air station at Pensacola, so we de- 
cided to drive out to the naval air station airport and take 
1 look around. Arriving at the large gate at the entrance 
to the airport, we were met by navy guards who would 
not allow us to enter the grounds. They were courteous 
enough, but their statement that no visitors were allowed 
in the field was as emphatic as if it had been accompanied 
by fixed bayonets, so we drove on back without getting 
to see anything of the navy. The thought occurs that the 
navy does not use the most intelligent merchandizing 
methods in its treatment of the American people. Your 
writer has paid income and other taxes for a good many 
years and feels a personal interest in the U. S. navy. So 
do countless other Americans. The navy is asking for 
tremendous appropriations. If they are not willing to let 
Americans see some signs that those appropriations are 
being used intelligently, how do they expect to get them 
without considerable opposition. Furthermore, the thought 
occurs that if they are afraid of spies, they would not 
believe that any intelligent spy would turn up at the front 
gate asking for admission. Ye scribe suggests that if the 
navy is just too busy to fool with the American public, 
they might at least set aside certain days for visitors, or 
have their guards inside issue either a little pamphlet ex- 
plaining what the navy is trying to do or courteously in- 
form the prospective visitor some real good reason why 
he can’t get in. After all, we believe that America’s best 
defense is Americans, not a few streamlined gadgets, and 
therefore the zealous guarding of these secrets seems to 


be 1 little bit exaggerated. 


Southwest Aviation Conference 


S we have mentioned before, and as you have no doubt 
heard elsewhere, the Third Annual Southwest Avia- 
tion Conference will be held in Tulsa at the Mayo Hotel, 
on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, April 25, 26 and 27, 
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1940. A very elaborate program is being planned and a 
good many very important and learned speakers have 
agreed to be present and speak on subjects of general in- 
terest. 


Mr. Russell Cantwell, Secretary of this Conference, last 
week sent out approximately 3,000 card questionnaires, 
asking the various recipients to check the items they were 
interested in and mail the cards back to the conference. 
Already, some of these answers are coming in, and the in- 
formation gained is interesting. Of the first 32 cards 
received 12 listed private flying of interest, 11 listed feeder 
lines, 10 airport, 10 aviation in business, 10 civil aviation 
schools, 6 fixed base operations, 5 safety, 5 weather, 4 


CAA, 4 domestic mail, 3 private manufacturing, 2 do- 


gram committee is attempting to work out a program that 
will please the greatest number of people. Since all details 
of the program can not be worked out until shortly before 
the convention actually meets, it will be impossible to 
state definitely exactly who will talk and on what. We 
may say, however, that approximately 25 speakers have 
already accepted and these are well qualified to cover all the 
subjects of general interest. The program committee will 
be ready at any time during the convention to schedule 
talks on specific subjects, when requested to do so by 
some of the people in attendance. The convention’s com- 
mittee specifically invites you to be present all during the 
convention and we are sure that you will get your money’s 
worth by attending. Many important names in aviation 
will be present and you will have an opportunity to par- 





mestic manufacturing, 2 government manufacturing, 2 ticipate in a good many interesting discussions. There will 


radio, 2 U. S. army training, 1 national defense, and 1 be numerous high class luncheons and banquets and con- 


domestic airlines. With these figures in mind, your pro- siderable entertainment. (Continued on Next Page) 
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Tulsa Personalities Guiding the Southwest Aviation Conference, Tulsa, Oklahoma, April 25, 26 and 27. 


Top Row, left to right: Gerald H. Westby, president of the Seismograph Service Corporation, general chairman; Russell Cantwell, member of the 
executive committee of the third annual conference and secretary of the Tulsa Chamber of Commerce; Fred Cooper, chairman of the finance 
committee, well known oil equipment manufacturer and pilot-plane owner. 


Bottom Row, left to right: W. G. Skelly, chairman of the speakers’ committee and president of the Skelly Oil Company, founder of the 

Spartan Aircraft Company and Spartan School of Aeronautics; center: in charge of ladies’ activities are Mrs. E. M. Wyatt, Tulsa Chapter, 

WNAA, Miss Dorothy McBirney, 99 representative, and Mrs. Wm. B. Perry, president of Tulsa Airwomen; right: Stanley J. Ehlinger, chairman 

of the committee on information and publicity, who is widely known in southwestern advertising circles and a pilot-plane owner for ten years. 

Other members of the executive committee include Wade C. Whiteside, reception; H. C. Duncan, reception; H. M. Cosgrove, finance; 

Mather Eakes, publicity and transportation; Ted Law, reception; H. L. Smith, entertainment; Fred Q. Casler, registration; W. G. Green, pro- 
gram; and Charles W. Short, Jr., airport activities. 
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Private Flying Statistics 


E have just finished going over the private flying 

statistics in the fourth issue of the new Civil Aero- 
nautics Journal now issued twice monthly by the CAA. 
By the way, if you are not already subscribing to this 
journal, you will find it well worth your while to send $1.00 
to the Superintendent of Public Documents, U. 5S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington, D. C., for one year’s sub- 
scription to this journal. It contains all the statistics and 
information the CAA regularly publishes on flying of all 
sorts. In no other single publication will you find all the 
information contained in this bi-monthly bulletin. 


Pleasure flying, as usual, leads with the highest number 
of accidents, 448. Of these 63 per cent were due to 
personnel error, 35 per cent were due to poor technique, 
14 per cent to errors of judgement and 12 per cent to care- 
lessness. Certainly, there should be something we can do 
to correct this poor technique and carelessness at least. 
We may not be able to build over a man’s judgment, but 
certainly he could be taught to fly and to be careful. 
Instructional flying came second with 295 accidents. 
Seventy-two per cent ot these were due to pilot error, ot 
which 47 per cent were due to poor technique and 15 per 
cent to carelessness. Only 12.79 per cent were due to power 
plant failures, 20 per cent were due to structural failures. 
Probably both those figures could be reduced by being more 
careful in the maintenance of the aircraft and the engine. 

On the pleasant side, we see that the mileage flown in 
all types of private flying has increased from 78,000,000 
miles in 1932 to 182,000,000 miles in 1939. During the 
same period, the number of accidents has naturally in- 
creased slightly. The miles flown per accident have in- 
creased from 40,000 in 1932 to 80,889 in 1939. Number 
of fatal accidents has decreased from 208 to 190 in 1939. 
In view of the tremendous increase in number of airplanes 
and miles flown, that is almost phenomenal. The number 
of miles flown per fatal accident has tripled, being 957,895 
miles in 1939. We haven't seen a figure on private business 
flying; however, from our experience we believe such a 
figure would be almost comparable to the airline safety 
record. In looking over the list of accidents reported in 
the February AIR FACTS, we find that almost all of them 
were in small ships being flown either by novices or for 
instructional purposes. Two of the crafts were homemade 
and uncertificated. Several of the pilots held only solo 
licenses. Month after month, these statistics seem to be 
the same. The people who are swelling the accident totals 
are novices, playboys or reckless individuals who probably 
couldn't be protected anyway or anyhow. Let’s all tighten 
up on this business and try to get everybody to be more 
careful. One way to do it is to be more careful ourselves. 
There are still enough serious accidents to discourage a 
good many people from flying. Don’t forget that if we 
did the same kind of stunting in automobiles that many 


of us do in airplanes, we would not last very long either. 


Johnny Armstrong 


VIATION has a lot of noisy fellows running around 

popping off like yours truly, but it has also a good 
many quiet, soft-spoken chaps who go about their business 
of getting the job done. One of the quietest and most soft- 
spoken of these is Johnny Armstrong, Manager of the 
Tulsa Commercial Airport. Johnny started his aviation 
training in Kansas City in 1926. He instructed for Ben- 
nett there for several years, established the Municipal Air- 


port at Coffeyville, Kansas, was instrumental in establishing 
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Municipal Airports in Topeka, Lawrence and Chanute, 
Kansas. In March, 1930, he arrived in Tulsa and for 
a while was an instructor at the Spartan School of Aero- 
nautics. In the fall of 1930, he went to work for Bob 
Garland at the old Garland School of Aeronautics, where 
he was an instructor. Some of you will remember those 
days of 1930, 1931 and 1932. The Garland School went 
on the rocks in 1931, and on September 5, 1932, A. M. 
Horrall acquired title to all the assets of the Garland School 
and shortly thereafter the operations became known as the 
Tulsa Commercial Airport, and has existed as such since. 
Johnny Armstrong has always managed the Tulsa Com- 
mercial Airport and has built it up from empty hangars 
to a thriving business. At least partly because of Arm- 
strong’s efforts, Tulsa has become one of the most air- 
minded cities in the United States, considering its size. 
Tulsa Commercial Airport now has two large hangars and 
several individual hangars, and storage is at a premium. 
Frequently, it has been impossible to handle new accounts. 
Personally, Johnny Armstrong is on the lean side, sun- 
tanned and with wavy hair. We have never heard him 
If he can’t say some- 


I le h as 


the facility for making friends and we don’t know of 


say anything against any person. 
thing good about a fellow, he just doesn’t talk. 
anybody who doesn’t like him. For financial reasons, his 
airport might not have every convenience desired, but 
it certainly does not lack anything in courtesy and at- 


tention. 


We believe that Armstrong is one of the few fellows 
managing airports in the world who honestly has been able 
to build up a business and show a profit on the invest- 
ment. More power to you, kid! 


DcCGe 


THREE SOUTHWESTERN MEETS 
SCHEDULED 
A“ folk of the Southwest have a busy spring season 


ahead with Louisiana Air Tour scheduled for April 
18-20, the Southwest Aviation Conference April 25-26-27 
at Tulsa, the Southwest Airport Planning Conference at 
Dallas April 8 and 9, and the annual aerial round-up party 


2 


on the J-A Ranch at Palo Duro, Texas, April 13. 


The latter event is being sponsored by Monte and Dick 
Ritchie, owners of the 380,000-acre J-A Ranch, approxi- 
mately fifty miles south of Amarillo. A blanket invitation 
has been extended to all pilots and plane owners to land 
on the ranch between 10:00 and 12:00 a. m. Saturday, 
April 13. A handsome trophy will be awarded to the 
pilot who lands closest to a predetermined time between 
After a typical chuck-wagon 
“feed” on the ranch, guests will take off for Amarillo, 
where special entertainment has been planned by local 
citizens. 


the two-hour interval. 


The Amarillo sequence will carry an extra paragraph 
on the 13th advertising whether or not weather will per- 
mit holding the round-up party. A portable radio station 
will be set up on the private ranch airport in conjunction 
with the regular airway radio station at Amarillo. Avia- 
tion gas will be available at the ranch. 


Although several hundred special invitations will be 
sent out early in April, all airplane owners are invited and 
may secure maps and registration fotms by writing Dick 
Ritchie, Palo Duro, Texas. The Amarillo reception com- 
mittee has established a “date” bureau for those desiring 
dates at the dinner dance on Saturday night. 
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AGAIN---A SOUTHWESTERN SOARING 
MEET 


The last two annual events at Wichita Falls, Texas, 
provide the proof and background for a successful 
“Great Plains’ Soaring match, scheduled June 2-16 


JACK BEGLEY 





























































HE accomplishments of the 1938 and 1939 Great Plains 
soaring meets sponsored by the Wichita Falls Junior 
Chamber of Commerce are already well known. This 
June, from the 2nd to the 16th, the meet is expected to 





reach international proportions not only because of more 
prize money and more entrants, but also because the last 
two annual contests have provided excellent experience 





and scientific data that guarantees smooth-functioning 
administration. 


Last year’s contest was a distinct success with some 
proud national records chalked up. It ran for seven days 
at the Wichita Falls Municipal Airport. Nine ships were 
entered and all of them were of the intermediate type 





with the exception of one high performance sailplane. A 
new American single-seater distance record and a new 
American two-seater distance record made the front pages. 
There were many outstanding flights made with the winch 
tow from the airport and many of them on cloudless days 
with “dry” thermals. 


Dick Essery of Los Angeles won last year’s champion- 
ship, while Woody Brown of La Jolla, California, set the 
263 mile goal flight and distance record in a Baby Bowlus 
Albatross. Other entrants were Jay Buxton, Eugene Ar- 
delt, John Robinson, Delbert Booth and Robert Lee Moore. 
All of these boys will be back again with us in addition 
to many from Michigan, Illinois, Indiana and others from 
California. The entrant list is far from complete, so it 
will be several weeks yet before we can predict just how 
large the meet will be. However, with Joe Steinhauser’s 
Rohnsperber, John Robinson’s Ross-Stevens Zanonia and 
Woody Brown’s Super Albatross, we are assured unprec- 
edented high-performance craft that are apt to scuttle 
many present records, as well as a return engagement from 
all the intermediate type ships. 





HE May edition of SouTHERN FuiGHtT will carry a 

listing of the points award money as this compilation 
is not yet complete. However, we can safely say that 
goal flight prize money will triple that of 1939. In addi- 
tion, many new trophies, cash and instrument awards will 
be made. Both Oklahoma City and Dallas are raising 
derby prizes to keep the pilots shooting at those cities. 


This year, each contestant will be permitted ten days 
of official flying. The remaining five days must be used 
as “rest period” days. The pilot may fly any ten days 
out of the fifteen he chooses. 

We are encouraging everyone interested in soaring, 
whether they are pilots or not, to visit us during the meet 
in hopes that they will return to their respective homes 
and work towards establishing local soaring activity. Our 
two previous contests have proved definitely that soaring 
in the great plains region is mighty hard to beat and that 


world records are possible. 





Typical scenes at the Second Annual Southwest Soaring Contest held 
, in Wichita Falls last spring, when two new American records were 
made by contestants. The 1940 Meet is scheduled for June 2-16. 
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@ NEW EQUIPMENT REVIEW ¢ 


RYAN YO-51 “DRAGONFLY” 


HE Ryan observation plane type YO-51, “the flying 


motorcycle”, is a two-place, single-engine monoplane 
powered by a Pratt & Whitney nine-cylinder radial engine 
of ipproximately 420 h p The propeller is two-blade 
Hamilton Standard with a diameter of 8 ft. 9 in. Its 
pproximate gross weight with normal load is 3,900 Ibs. 
The wing pan is 32 ft., length 34 ft. 5 inches, height 


1] ft 1 inch, chord approximately 92 inches. 
Ph 


The forward section is of steel tube construction, rear 


section of semi-monocog uc ill metal. The wing 1s oft 
wood, strut-braced two-spar non-tapering construction, 
two panels ot which ire pin jointed to the cabane strut. 
The entire upper surface ol the wing 1s covered with 
ply wood The lower surface is ilso ply wood covered to 
point 8 inches back of the center line of the rear spar. 


The control surfaces are of aluminum alloy tramework 


covered with fabric 


Former observation airplanes of larger sizes and greate! 
speed heretofore purchased by the Army Air Corps are 
not able to use the small fields usually found in the areas 
occupied by Divisions. For that reason these fast, large 
observation planes used mainly by Corps and Armies are 
not adapted to the work of the Infantry Division. The 
YO-51 is the first plane especially designed to supply the 
needs of the Infantry Division not only to co-operate with 
the infantry itself, but also to idjust irtillery fire. It is 
» short range highly maneuverable, short landing, quick 
take-off type, and is adaptable for use as a liaison agent 
for ground commanders [Two-way radio equipment is 
installed. 

Gs 


THREE NEW STARTERS BY ECLIPSE 


| pa provide in idequate ind improved means of starting 
urcraft engines of increased output which are rated at 
ipproximately 1500 to 180 horsepow er, I clipse Aviation 


innounces release of the Series 41 Direct ¢ ranking Electric 


and Inertia Starter for domestic and export sale. The 
Series 41 starters incorporate all the features of the Hand 
or Combination Hand and Electric Inertia Starters and 
in addition provide, by means of a heavy duty integral 
accelerating motor, continuous cranking of the aircraft 
engine after dissipation of the flywheel kinetic energy. 
Thus, the energy stored in the starter flywheel at the 
initial engagement of the starter and engine jaws is used 
to overcome the heavier “Breakaway” torque, after which 
the lighter load of continuous cranking is assumed by the 
electrical system. The results are notably less drain on the 
source of electrical energy with greater convenience and 


Starting ease. 


To replace the standard type of E-160 Direct Cranking 
Electric Starter and separately mounted Electric Motor 
Driven Hydraulic Feathering Pump, Eclipse has also re 
leased the E-160 Combination Direct Cranking Electric 
Starter with integrally mounted Hydraulic Feathering 
Pump. Primarily designed and developed for use in con 
junction with Hamilton Standard Hydromatic propellers 
the starter pump units incorporate all of the features of 
the conventional E-160 Starter, with the exception that 
the hand crank mechanism fitted to starters of this type 
has been removed and a hydraulic pump mounted in its 
place. With this type of starter, a reversible motor is 
utilized in order to permit driving of the Hydraulic Feath 
ering Pump when the starter is not in operation. The 
starter-pump unit, in addition to providing a saving in 
weight due to the elimination of an additional electric 
motor and excess line tubing, provides a compact and light 
weight installation integral with the power plant and 


ivailable for operation as required. 


To provide a starter of improved design and increased 
output for engines rated at 1500 to 1800 horsepower, the 
company developed the Series 40 Hand and Combination 
Hand and Electric Inertia Starters. The Series 40 Starters 
are similar in design to the basic types of inertia starters 
in that the principle of operation consists of the storage 


of energy in a small flywheel by accelerating it to a high 











; é 


Test flights of the Ryan “Dragonfly” recently conducted at San Diego for the Air Corps indicate an ability to take-off and land within 
extremely limited areas, and the capability of an unprecedented range in speed from almost a complete “hover” in mid-air to stepping 
out at a fast clip. With a wing span of approximately 50 feet and a length of 35 feet, the YO-5! is powered with a 420 Wasp Jr. 
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LEFT: Series 41 Combination Direct Cranking Electric and Inertia Starter with Integral Solenoid Engaging Device. CENTER: E-160 Combina- 
tion Direct Cranking Electric Starter with Integral Hydraulic Feathering Pump. RIGHT: Series 40 Hand or Combination Hand and Electric 
Inertia Starter. 





speed either manually or electrically and transmitting the 
kinetic energy thus stored to the engine crankshaft by 
means of reduction gearing, a multiple disc clutch, an 


engaging mechanism and driving jaw. 


ce 
A-1 SENSITIVITY CONTROL 


HE A-1 Turn Indicator Sensitivity Control was de- 

veloped by Aircraft Instrument Service, Inc., to fill a 
long felt need for some means of adjusting the sensitivity 
of Turn Indicators under actual operating conditions. Since 
a correct indication of turn is directly dependent upon the 
maintenance of a correct and constant amount of suction 
on the instrument, any change in suction, for whatever 
reason, directly affects the accuracy of the turn indicator. 


It is a well known fact that the suction created by a 
venturi varies greatly with change in the speed of the 
airplane, as well as with its altitude and flight path. Thus 
it follows that if the suction on a Turn Indicator (Venturi 
operated) is adjusted to the correct value at cruising speed, 
it will drop to a lower value when throttled back to in- 
strument flying speed, and change to a different value 
when the speed or altitude is changed for any reason. This 
means that the sensitivity of the turn indicator will be 
changed. In the case of vacuum pump operated turn 
indicators, where the suction is set in a fixed ratio to that 
cf other gyro instruments the suction will be changed 
by any change in air consumption of any of the instru- 
ments involved, as well as by changes in R.P.M., pump 


ethciency, etc. 


The A-1 Turn Indicator Sensitivity control provides the 
pilot or operator with a means of correcting for any changes 
in turn indicator sensitivity, for whatever reason; and 


when used in conjunction with a suction gauge gives him 





THE "A-I" TURN INDICATOR SENSITIVITY CONTROL 
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a continuous knowledge of the indicating accuracy of his 
turn and bank indicator at all times. To correct for any 
changes it is only necessary to adjust the sensitivity con- 
trol until the suction gauge shows the right amount of 


suction. 


The above device can also be used as a turn indicator 
shut off valve by those engaged in acrobatic flying, that 
might otherwise cause damage to the instrument. It has 
been successfully tested and used by several leading airlines 
over the past two years, and is being specified by them 


on all new airplanes being purchased. 


Total weight is 34% ounces. Finished in black crystal 
finish. Requires but 13% inches of panel space. Easily 
installed by anyone in a few minutes. Operating direc- 


tions on name plate furnished. 
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BT-14 READY FOR ARMY 


Now under delivery to the Army Air Corps at Ran- 
dolph Field is North America’s basic trainer BT-14, 
the 1940 model of a rugged series now standard equipment 
with this military service. 


Data released for publication February 25th by the 
Air Corps describes the BT-14 as a two-place tandem low- 
wing monoplane with enclosed cockpits. It has the stressed 
skin type wing, consisting of center section and two outer 
panels with gas tanks built integrally. 


The fuselage is of steel tube construction, metal covered 
to the rear cockpit and of metal monocoque construction 
aft of the rear cockpit. Fixed surfaces are of metal con- 
struction, metal covered. Moveable surfaces are of metal 
and are fabric covered. The airplane is equipped with a 
fixed landing gear of the half-fork type. The tail wheel is 


full swiveled. 


The BT-14 trainer is Pratt and Whitney powered and 
driven by a two-bladed Hamilton Standard propeller. 





This Month's Front Cover 


The latest addition to the equipment used by the 
Alabama Institute of Aeronautics is the new Meyers 
biplane for the Institutes’s CAA civilian flight train- 
ing program advanced instruction. Powered with 
a Warner 125 hb. p. engine, the Meyers has a metal 
covered fuselage with fabric covered wings. 
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SKYSLEEPERS OVERNIGHT 
to New York and the East 


eo 


a a 

















AMERICAN AIRLINES inc 
SYSTEM MAP 






GB AMERICAN AlRLinE MNECTIN 








For reservations call your Travel Agent 
or nearest American Airlines office 


AMERICAN AIRLINES xc. 


ROUTE OF THE FLAGSHIPS 





The Aviator's Watch 
Everts Chronograph 


29.75 


to 


$150 


Selection 
packages sent 


without obligation 


ARTHUR A. EVERTS CO. 


Jewelers 








CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 











FOR SALE: Radio Equipment, one Learadio Compass, late ‘38 model: 
Left-Right Indicator with rotable loop; complete Lear T-30 Transmitter 
with 3105 and 6210 crystals, with microphone. Both these instruments 
just completely overhauled and modernized by Lear factory. Also have 
one RCA Receiver, weather-beacon and communications bands, used 
only three months. Original cost of RCA $175. Lear Compass cost $1,000 
and Lear Transmitter cost $377. Will accept any reasonable offer for 
one or all. W. G. Green, 620 E. 4th St., Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


AERONCA 65 Dual Continental, new December 18, 1939, brakes, 
heater, tailwheel, parking brake, two doors, pants, compass, map 
pocket, hand rubbed finished red with buff. Fairchild design. Will sac 
rifice. Owsley Cheek, 1533 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn. 


JUNE 1939, DE LUXE CUB Coupe. 70 hours, 65 Continental, dual igni 
tion. Instruments, lights, hydraulic brakes, swivel tail wheel, radio 
receiver. Guaranteed good as new. Splendid appearance. Cream 
trimmed red. $1,495.00. Quick sale. R. E. Fly, Alemite Company, 
Nashville, Tenn. 
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Come On Up! 


(Continued from page 9) 


poned our departure and spent two more days hanging 
around the airport. In doing so we made friends with Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Kidd (Mrs. Kidd is the former Edna Gardner 
and holder of a number of women’s flying records and Ray 
Kidd is the Stinson distributor at New Orleans and op- 
erates a flying school there). We also had interesting con- 
versations with Mr. Clare Bunch, president of the Mono- 
coupe Corporation, and Mr. Piper, president of the Piper 
Aircraft Corporation, and many others. 


Finally the weather lifted and we flew to Dallas one 
day, El Paso the next, Phoenix the next, and then on the 
last morning of our western trip into the Grand Central 
Airport at Los Angeles, arriving about noon. On none 
of these days did we fly over about six hours and we were 
always in early in the afternoon. 


Our friends at Hollywood, movie people, showed us a 
grand time and we saw the inside of several studios and 
film processing laboratories. At Warner Brothers we saw 
three different pictures being made. 


In between these things I managed to spend four days 
at work with my clients and saw their plants and their 


new machines and processes. 


N Sunday morning, the 21st, we left Los Angeles, 
flew back as we had come through the pass north of 
San Jacinto Mountain, past Palm Springs and across the 
desert to Desert Center, a little place where we stopped 
both coming and going to get additional gasoline, and on 


to Tucson. 


We continued uneventfully on into El Paso. At times 
during that day’s flying the visibility seemed rather low, 
but we had been used to seeing thirty to forty miles in the 
clear western atmosphere and even though the visibility 
seemed to get rather low we were still able to see four 
or five miles, which was plenty to allow us to fly on into 
El Paso without difficulty. The sky was overcast, however, 
with grey clouds that looked like snow, and we flew mos 
of the day in fear of having to turn back and lose a day’s 


progress. 


At El Paso there was snow for the first time in ten years 
and we were delayed a day on account of weather, but the 
following morning we got off to an early start, climbed to 
a little over 8,500 feet to take advantage of a tail wind 
and passed over Guadalupe Pass, which is around 5,500 feet 
high, with over 3,000 feet of clearance. Guadalupe Pass is 
the highest land that our route crossed and we could have 
gone around this if it had been necessary. However, there 
were several places along the line in the neighborhood of 
5,000 feet above sea level so that it was almost essential 
that our ship be capable of something over 6,000 feet. 
Apparently, however, practically any modern ship will do 
this unless it is heavily overloaded. 


From El Paso to Dallas we traveled abour six hundred 
miles in about four hours and a half with the help of a 
friendly tail wind. The next day we flew from Dallas to 
Tulsa. 


Still on schedule, we had arrived in Tulsa on the 25th. | 
worked until Friday, February the 2nd, during the after- 
noon of which day we flew to St. Louis. It was cold 
outside but not uncomfortable in the ship, and we had a 
short, pleasant trip. After an evening with friends in 
St. Louis, we hopped to Indianapolis the next morning, 


called several friends there while we had lunch, and late 
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that afternoon went on down to Cincinnati for the night, 
stopping at Lunken Airport. 


The next morning was Sunday and the day we were 
due back in Washington. We left Cincinnati a little before 
ten o'clock, hopped to Clarksburg, West Virginia, where 
we stopped for gas, and then were off for our last hop 
toward home. We had telegraphed ahead that we would 
be in about three o’clock and we wasted as much time as 
we could in Clarksburg to make the time right, but arrived 
at 2:30 anyway and had to wait at the field for a number 


of our friends who had promised to come to welcome us 


home. 


hte tenpiere a number of short side trips and sight- 
seeing trips around towns and the like, we had traveled 
around 7,500 miles in the course of five weeks and had 
flown approximately 6,400 miles over almost half of the 
United States during the worst part of a very bad winter 
without a single near accident and with only three days’ 
delay on account of weather. The cost of transportation, 
other than that borne by the Gulf Oil Company, and 
including hangar rent, inspections, and taxi fares to and 
from towns, was only $150. The other expenses, of course, 
were only what we had chosen to make them. 


The average cruising speed figured ultra-conservatively by 
measuring the direct distances between the towns through 
which we passed, and not taking into account the fact 
that quite often we flew out of our way to follow railroads 
and roads through bad country, was 92.6 miles per hour. 
This was also in spite of very strong head winds on the 
days that we went from Raleigh to Savannah, New Orleans 
to Dallas, and Dallas to Tulsa. The effect of these head 
winds was nowhere near compensated for by the tail wind 
that we had the one day that we came from El Paso to 
Dallas. 


The cost of gas and oil for the part of the trip on 
which we paid these expenses was about 1.5 cents per mile. 
Figured on the same basis as the speed was figured, we 
got a gasoline mileage of 18.65 miles per gallon. Hangar 
rents amounted to a little over $20 during the period 
from January 9th to February 4th, there having been 
no hangar rent during the air cruise part of the trip be- 
cause there were not sufficient facilities and the ship had 
to be staked out. Minor repair, 20 hour checks, and one 
100 hour check cost a total of about $35. All this was 
counted in the $150 total expense of transportation. 


On no day did we attempt to fly from the earliest possi- 
ble moment until the last possible moment, but instead 
we made a real vacation out of the trip by flying no more 
than 600 miles in any one day and thus getting in early 
in the afternoon without being too tired to enjoy the many 
things there were to see. We found flying to be far easier 
and much less tiresome than driving and of course the 
traveling time was much shorter. My wife was skeptical 
at the start, but has now agreed that it is a great way to 
travel and much preferable to boating as a hobby. She 
also agreed that it is easier and safer to fly than to take 
long trips by automobile. 


For these reasons I feel that I can safely say to all of 
you who are not already flying: “Come on up! The water’s 
fine but the air is better!” 

ce 


MACFADDEN BUYS BELLANCA 


e@ Among the first to place orders for Bellanca Cruisairs was Bernarr 
Macfadden, president of Macfadden Publications and editor of “Liberty” 
magazine. The Macfadden ship, which was delivered to the purchaser 
at Bendix Airport, New Jersey, by Lou Reichers, Bellanca sales pilot, is 
a special job, having several additional features that include an electric 


starter, double fuel capacity and two-way radio. 


APRIL, 1940 

















=. Around the world—in priv- 


ate, commercial and government aviation—the name 
“Irvin” symbolizes SAFETY. The air forces of forty- 
five nations, including the United States and Great 
Britain, use IRVIN parachutes as standard equipment. 
Test pilots depend upon them. The world famous 
Caterpillar Club has 3,000 members—all of whose 


lives have been saved with IRVIN parachutes. 


Irvin Air Chutes Are Dominant 


in the leading aeronautical schools of America and 
are preferred for use in the Civil Aeronautics 


Training Program. De- 





scriptive literature and 
fundamental facts sent 
to school executives on 
request. 
Our Engineers are 
at Your Service. 


Southern Representative: 
LEON McKENNON 











Love Field, Dallas, Texas 


IRVING AIR CHUTE CO., Inc. 


1670 JEFFERSON AVE., BUFFALO, N. Y. 


Factories at: Buffalo. N.Y.; Glendale. Calif.: Fort Erie, ¢ 


Rumania 


and olber countries 


Letchu rth Enel. Buchare 
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@ News of the Month In Review @ 


Following the meetings, the stockholders RYAN AWARDED NEW 
MANUFACTURERS oe Seemente watt © sue 36 Se ate in CONTRACTS 





Thaiitary primary 








rainer is nearing completion @ Closing by the Ryan Aeronautical Company 





of five new manufacturing contracts totaling 


LOCKHEED BOOKS NEW =0oce over $300,000 has been announced by T 
COMMERCIAL SALES Claude Ryan, president of the San Diego 
@ Nee 1 at approx SPERRY BUYS FLYING _— 


Each of the new contracts calls for the 


. ‘ rons Sy oe LABORATORY manufacture of Ryan exhaust systems incor 


‘ { 
coven 3 Bo : @ The sale to the Sperry Gyroscope Con porating the ball and socket joints which are 
: pany of a new twin-engined airplane de the exclusive development of the Ryan Com 
ed ' ' Flyi y | sboratory has bees pany These joints are an ingenious type ot 
, d by the Lockheed Aircraft Corpora universal construction which has proven highly 
' | pla - a od for Gichkt re successful and have now been widely adopted 
. by Smerry « eer departmer for installation on modern high horsepower 
I wi pa y br ad } engines 
: ’ o aL i esear ind deve f ==-oe 


cia as LOCKHEED RUSHES AIR CORPS 
Ss Flight researc! saint sense new to the ORDER 


Ce Sperry ( npany Since awrence Sperry’s 





urliest airplane experiments, flight researc! @ The United States Army will shortly re 
NEW CUBS FOR CAA is beer in important part t the company’s ceive its first unit of a $10,000,000 order for 
e |) t Piy ( ‘ ct ties the fastest interceptor pursuit planes in the 
‘ \ , \ , s world, according to an announcement by 
r ‘ t At — Sperry officials Robert E. Gross, president of the Lockheed 
said the scope tf the company’s researcl 
\ va , ; Aircraft Corporation, who stated the facilities 
\ i P a . : 3 os s paca - 2 elelbes »t his company are operating at top speed to 
> CAA ¢ 7 i ian 4 p ' irn out these planes. The present production 
‘ : schedule assures delivery ahead of promised 
| ( Sperry engineer MW nav been wu (al dates 
bank fornia for the last severa ths working The planes, twin-engined P-38 interceptors, 
! with Lockheed engineers in the design and won U. S. Army approval last year following a 
| la arrangement ft the Flying Laboratory record transcontinental flight which proved 
Iw , RCA i wit! ud that rtually every research department them to be capable of well over 400 miles per 
ed cheir ¢ pany as Deen pr ded tor i ur. On its trial cross-country flight, the 
s ew plane ».38 maintained an altitude of from 18,000 
ving 4 >oGe t 20,000 feet, thus qualifying tor sub 
tratospheric combat activity 
t ‘ The twin-engined interceptor type is tast 
‘ 1d “I | hiyar REPUBLIC EXPANDS becoming recognized as one of the most 
1) D ind \ yatety @ More than 5 square feet of additional formidable weapons in the world,”’ Mr. Gross 
Board plant space is been occupied in the past revealed [he present war in Europe has 
Ce nt by the engineering department at served to prove definitely the superiority of 
GLENN MARTIN INSTALLS Republic Aviat Corporat lhe Republic speed and maneuverability over all other fac 
FIRST METAL STRETCH- technical staff has been expanded rapidly to tors in aerial warfare 
G PRESS facilitate wor n torthcoming production of Lockheed is producing interceptors only for 
IN new models tor the U. §. Army Air Corps and the United States Army Air Corps as part ot 
@ Installat t t ; 5 the Swedish Air Force the national defense program. 
l ‘ 
Sea ( 
ve Middle R 
Mat ( rt Ma , 
Bui I , 
: R 1 L ! Martin 
) ; 7 Ma } 
( , , 
, k ' 


Ge 
SOUTHERN AIRCRAFT ANNUAL 
MEETING 





e7 F k te 
= , Airc ( H 
‘a , { Febr , 
pa pla Wa Road I he 
A 1 \ ( ( ‘ 
na Avia Depa H I Oil 
g < " ) M i " 
peiagy Baggage Berne a LIGHTPLANE MANUFACTURERS MEET 
Ws B Shar: uM veers Executives of the private lightplane manufacturing industry met early in March at Cleveland 
' cams aan ae Dae Se under the chairmanship of Thomas H. Beck, president of the Crowell-Collier Publishing Com- 
—_ ; oO " ¢ pany, marking the first co-operative move by the small plane industry in discussing mutual 
neal problems of supplying the heavy demand now in evidence. Reporting a 110 per cent increase 
" in production last year over 1938, the representatives of the lightplane concerns conferred on 
feos mass production methods and lowering of costs. 
ay - a “a ii Left to right seated: J. H. Torrens, Luscombe; W. T. Piper, Piper Aircraft; W. A. Mara, 
ted, « i. stown, prem Stinson; Mr. Beck; Art Wild, Continental Engines; standing: J. Story Smith, Jacobs Aircraft 
B iS d treas Engine; Richard E. Palmer, Lycoming; Lauren D. (Deke) Lyman, United Aircraft; Robert E. 
VU M | arge of Fowler, Aircooled Motors; A. T. Pinney, Porterfield; Carl Wooten, Aeronca; Richard H. 
gincering 1 Fra H. Brow ecretary Depew, Jr., Taylorcraft. 
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for the first time by direct air service with 


SCHEDULED San Francisco and would be the first air 


service into Lubbock. 


AIR TRANSPORT The 


present system, which extends from New 


route will add 766 miles to TWA’s 











York to Los Angeles and San Francisco, and 
JANUARY TRAFFIC SOARS will materially strengthen airline service be 


tween Texas ; » Pp ' 
@ The CAA announced on March Sth that een Texas and the Pacific coast, Frye said. 


the domestic airlines experienced a substan SoCs 


tial increase in traffic during the first month 


of 1940. UNITED REPORTS TRAFFIC GAIN 


’ bs @ United Air Lines established another new 
The 17 established lines reported that they 
had ae passenger trafic mark in February by flying 
vad carried 136,282 revenue passengers during 
a” an estimated total of 9,354,100 revenue pas 

the month, an increase of 69.62°¢ over Jan 

7 <P: senger mules for a gain of 66 per cent over 
uary, 1939, when the total was 80,344. Rev Sago B f : 

' the 5,628,531 revenue passenger miles flown 
enue miles flown during January, 1940, were 


7,271,154, which is 33.34% above the 1939 


heure of 5,453,093 


in February, 1939, R. W. Ireland, general 
trafhc manager, has announced. The Feb 


ruary figure represents an all-time high for 


Air express poundage reflected the general the month, Ireland said 
upward trend, totaling 817,533 pounds, oGe 
41.46°%° above the January, 1939, figure, 


when 577,982 pounds were carried ECLIPSE EXPEDITION TO USE 
SILVERLINER 


e@ A giant 21-passenger Silverliner of Eastern 


TWA PLANS NEW AIR TRAIL Air Lines will take off at Jacksonville late 


Sunday afternoon, April 7, with members of 


DoCGe 


@ A new air trail into the Southwest, de the Hayden Planetarium-Longines Eclipse 
signed to link the vast agricultural and in Expedition scheduled to take motion pictures 
dustrial areas of Central and Southern Texas of the solar blackout, Capt. E. V. Ricken 
by direct airline connection with the Pacific backer, president and general manager, an- 
Coast, will be filed before the CAA by Trans nounced today 


continental and Western Air, officials of the 

; The eclipse will throw a swiftly-moving 
airline have announced , 
shadow across the southern edge of North 


[he proposed route would stem from America from the shores of lower California 
I'WA’s trunk line at Amarillo, Texas, and to the coasts of Georgia and Florida over a 
bring Dallas, Fort Worth and Houston, belt 150 miles wide Professor William H 
Texas’ largest industrial centers, into the Air Barton, Jr., executive curator of the Hayden 
line’s coast-to-coast system, serving an area Planetarium, will be in charge of the expe 
of more than a million population. dition. 

Jack Frye, president of TWA, said the “In placing one of its passenger planes at 
new route would run from Amarillo into our disposal at Jacksonville, the Eastern Air 
Houston by way of Lubbock, Abilene and Lines are providing the expedition with the 
Austin, the State Capital, with a second line only infallible insurance coverage against the 
operating through Abilene to the Fort Worth worst enemy of eclipse observers, mainly 
Dallas area This would link these areas clouds,” Professor Barton said. 








MODEL FOR BOEING RESEARCH 


Mounted in place in the “throat” of the University of Washington's aeronautical research 


wind tunnel is a new-type one-tenth size replica of the new Boeing 307 Stratoliner. Valued 
at $16,000, this wind tunnel model is so mechanically complete that it does almost every- 
thing but fly away. Features of the model, which have proved extremely valuable to Boeing 
engineers in gathering research data, are its power-driven propellers for more accurate 
simulation of actual flight conditions, and a complete remotely-operated system for moving 
the model's control surfaces during “flight’’ in the wind tunnel and recording these move- 


ments on a central instrument panel. 
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BRANIFF TRAFFIC UP 


e@ February traffic on Braniff Airways showed 
an increase over January, despite a short 
month, and a tremendous increase over Feb 
ruary of last year, according to Charles | 
Beard, Braniff vice president, Oklahoma City 

Comparing February of this year with Feb 
ruary, 1939, last month’s business jumped 79 


per cent in revenue passenger miles, 7 per 
cent in gross revenue and 72.6 per cent in 
the number of revenue passengers carried 
above the corresponding month of a year ago 

To further accommodate increased travel 
demands, Beard stated that, effective March 1, 
Braniff Airways had inaugurated a new thir 
round trip daily schedule between Dallas and 
Chicago The new flight, which is operat« 
with new 21-passenger Douglas Super-B 
Liners, provides an all daylight service be 
tween the two points, and also brings abo 
further improvements in the flight servic 
offered by Braniff due to additional connec 
tions with the airline’s South Texas flight 
at Dallas. 

DScCe 


SLEEPER PLANES TO MEXICAN 
BORDER 


e@ Eastern Air Lines will inaugurate sleep 
service on its New York-Brownsville run with 
The Mexico Flyer Wednesday night, accord 
ing to Capt. E. V. Rickenbacker, president 
and general manager 

EAI provides the only direct without 


change-of-plane service to the International 
border, where connection is made with Pan 
American Airways for Tampico, Mexico City 


and Central America Only half of a useful 
business day is spent on the wing between 
New York and Mexico City Leaving New 
York shortly after dinner, passengers arrive 
in the Mexican capital city in time ft 
lunch the next day. 


Ge 
NEW SAFETY AWARD FOR PCA 


e During an impressive ceremony, Pennsy! 
vania-Central Airlines was awarded its fourt 
consecutive safety certificate by the National 
Safety Council Luther Harris, Superin 
tendent ot Maintenance tor PC A. accepted 
the certificate for C. Bedell Monro, president 
of the air line, who was unable to attend the 
meeting at the Pennsylvania Hotel, New 
York. Several other air lines were also hon 
ored for outstanding air transport safety re 
ords during 1939 

The award said, in part: “Certificate of 


Pennsylva 


special commendation awarded t 
f its con 


tribution to safe air transportation, having 


nia-Central Airlines in recognition « 


operated 92,516,221 passenger miles without 
a passenger or crew casualty, a clear op 
erating record beginning with the first pas- 
senger carried, April 28, 1928—a period ot 
approximately twelve years 


Ge 
MRS. AMERICA TAKES WINGS 


@ What does it take to make “Mrs. America 
recognize air transportation as a pleasurable, 
modern everyday convenience? 

The T. E. Braniff family, 


that name, evidently has happened upon the 


f the airline 


answer. That family’s gracious precedent of 
inviting their friends, social and civic leaders 
in cities on the Braniff “Great Lakes to the 
Gulf” route, on courtesy flights and sky par 
ties has started a new wave of air travel 
enthusiasm, especially among women. 

Their demonstration flights in new DC-3, 
Super-B-Liners have been so favorably re 
ceived by women guests, 80 per cent of whom 
had never flown before, that seasoned ob 
servers are predicting this friendly progran 
of the Braniff Airways will prove the key 
to the “jack pot’’ of feminine patronage tor 


the entire airline industry. 
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PORTS OF CALL 


Correspondence from the Airports and Airways 


Amarillo, Texas 
Borger Airport Being Improved 
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Atlanta, Georgia 


CAA Students Making Good Progress 


S » Air Lines, | A ad \ 
Atlanta, gia : 
CAA tor e progra ‘ andied 
Milled e, Georgia " 
G i M iry Colleg 
( }. H. Jenk ! t 
e and Ma a ae 2 ] 
t f e progra ( Edward 
plega l S. Army R ! luc 
‘ 1 “< ” 188 
M Stra H ! I 
Sout Air I I \ Cay 
Et. W. Romberge a mh & R i 
nag I Mor ( ( 


Chiet Pilot of the Conway Air Service, operat 


ne trom Conway, Pet nsylvania 1 suburb of 


Pittsburg! 





Frank | Brady formerly instructor of 
Army Cadets at the Spartan School of Aero 
Lutic 1 Tulsa, Oklahoma, is taking charee 
f the second ten Georgia Military College 
1dect 

Cadet " ler Glassburner began training 
ym January 24 140, and have all soloed T he 
Military College has a quota of twenty stu 
dents [he second ten under Brady began 
their training on February 7 1940 

I flight division in Milledgeville also has 
$5 private students on the roster which keeps 
r airport fairly busy 

\ ire ing 65 horsepower Continental 
Acronca Chiefs, exclusively 

| M. GLASSBURNER 


Beaumont, Texas 
Real Hospitality For Port Guests 


Beaumont is still here even though the wind 
t \ an hour f the south one 
day and 25 miles an hour from the north the 
next Naturally, there is very little student 
activity in weather like this 

[he most important thing that has hap 
xened in this vicinity the past month was 
€ gathering of about seventy-five sportsmen 
pilots at Liberty for the purpose of organizing 
in association to promote private flying The 
pilots gathered at Anahuac a thriving little 
il town south of Liberty) for lunch as guests 
f Bert Williams, who is a new aviation en 

isiast in these parts 

After lunching with Bert, the pilots took off 
tor Liberty, where a “Dut« supper was 
erved a atternoon. When the time came tor 
ga ng the association and electing the 
wtheers, Abe Miles, the main “getter-upper 
tf the meeting was elected president The 


neeting adjourned to meet again in Beaumont 


later date. Everyone reported a good time 


ita 

Mr. Green in his article on airport manage 
nent in the March issue of SOUTHERN 
FLIGHT criticized many airports in the South 
for the poor service they give. He also com 
plimented some of the larger airports in 
Oklahoma, saying that as soon as a privat 
plane stops at these ports a negro man steps 
p and opens the door for the passengers to 
lbient 

We wish to announce that the Port of 
Beaumont can go this Oklahoma service one 
better. We do not send a negro out to greet 
r guests. The airport manager himself steps 
ip, opens the door and personally sees to the 
needs of all private planes, pilots and passen 


over this 


gers So, any time you are passing 
way, stop in and we'll show you what real 
yspitality is. 


ccs 


Birmingham, Alabama 


Birmingham Air Show To Be Best Ever 


Once again the Birmingham Ai port hums 
und bustles with activity, for already plans 
are being made for the Tenth Annual Na 
tiona Aur ( arnival This work is under the 
lirectorship of Steadham Acker, Airport Man 
ager Mr Acker is well known for his air 
show activities and is generally conceded to 
be the number one air host of the country 
He is aided by the Birmingham Aero Club, 


which is probably the most active Aero Club 
All 


selec ted 


today. committees for 
mammoth event are 


Aero Club. 


in the country 


from the 


the 


Birmingham 


Mr. Acker states that the coming show will 


be the greatest of any of the Air Carnivals 
The Birmingham Aero Club and Mr. Acker 
personally invite everyone who can_ possibly 


ittend to be on hand for this national event 


This is the largest air show in the world 
despite the tact that there is no admission 
charge 

If you have never attended one of our 
shows, then just ask one of your neighbors 
who has The official date has been set 
for June Ist and 2nd. There will be more 
news of this National Event next month. 


Mr. Frank Hules, operator of Southern Air 
ways, Inc., reports that the CAA student pro 


gram is now in full swing and that quite a few 


of his students are ready for their private 


license. He also is proud to report that the 


training program has not suffered a single 


setback due to the capable maintenance work 


and the untiring efforts of his first rate in- 
structors: namely, Jack Flood, Olin Gilbert, 
Rufus Pardue, and E. D. Blakeney. 


Che Birmingham airport was greatly honored 


last month by the visit paid by the cinema star, 


Mr. Wallace Beery. Mr. Beery was flying his 
new “Howard” of which he seemed very 
proud. He was cordially welcomed by Stead 
ham Acker, who personally entertained Mr 
Beery during his overnight stay. Quite a 
crowd greeted him upon arrival and urged 
him to come again soon 


Mr. Clare Bunch of the Monocoupe Corpora 


tion came in last week in his unique two 
motored job. Also Wally Schanz of the 
Aeronca Corporation came over to look for 
prospective plane owners. Mr. Schanz gave 
quite a neat demonstration with his new 
Aeronca, and he gave out some inside dope 
us to how the new ships would look and 


perform 


Mr. O 
last 


B. Callan zoomed in and out of the 
He sleek 
stayed long enough to 
Palm Beach 


port week. was 
Beechcraft He 


that he 


sporting a 
pust 


headed for 





l us was 


where the warm breezes blow. 


Mr. Cooper Green, newly elected City 
Commissioner, has authorized the extension of 
the North-South 400 feet. This 
will facilitate the operation of larger airplanes 


field. 


runway by 


on this 


This is not a Confucious Saying, but the 


Birmingham Airport boasts that it has in its 


employ the only man who possesses a real 


dolly pilot's license. The proud owner of this 


coveted scroll is none other than Captain D. ¢ 


Simmons 


So thanks for listening and I'll be back next 


month with more news and doings at the 


Greater 


Municipal 
RUTHERFORD. 


Birmingham Airport 


—HUEY 
cCGe 


Dallas, Texas 


Williams on Air Board 
A.A.S. Adds Parachute Course 


The Hudson Flying Club of Love Field, 
with Julius Hudson, owner and operator, de 
serves top billing this month as one of the 
busiest organizations in local aviation. The 
Club has 127 active members, and with the 
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addition of a new three-place Cub, on which 
delivery has been taken, they will have four 
ships operating. Over 45 students have soloed 
since September, 1939, when regular opera- 
tions as a Club were started. G. H. Wharton, 
formerly with Braniff Airways, has assumed 
position as Flight Manager, and Curtis Hud- 
son has been employed as an instructor. Julius 
Hudson, who formerly operated a large flying 
school at Sacramento, California, uses Cubs 
and a “105” Stinson for all training work. 


We are proud to announce the appointment 
of John E. Williams, Manager of Cliff Towers 
Hotel, as a member of the Dallas Air Board. 
Johnny has long been associated as a pro- 
moter of aviation in this city, and has been 
a member of the Aviation Committee of the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce for a number 
of years The success of the last two air 
shows under his leadership attests to his ability. 

The many friends of Bill Duncan and Doyle 
Granberry of the Dallas Control Tower regret 
their deserting us for Yankee territory. Bill 
is tranferring to Cleveland, Ohio, and Gran- 
berry to Chicago. Rorie Cowden, who has been 
uround Love Field a long time, is going to 


take over one of the places in the tower. 


Instruction in Parachute Rigging has now 
been added to the many other branches of 
the Dallas Aviation School. R. E. Scott is in 
charge of this work. He is a graduate of the 
Parachute Riggers’ Course at Chanute Field, 
and has been connected with military para- 
chute work since 1928. 

During National Air Defense Week last 
month the Air Corps Training Detachment at 
Love Field, as well as over the entire Nation, 
held open house. Under the supervision of 
Captain Yost, the cadets and instructors were 
on hand to greet the public and answer ques- 


tions pertinent to military flying. 


The new class of Army cadets have started 
training in the Air Corps Training Detach- 
ment. There are 68 in the new class known 
as 40F. The advance class of 40E are now 
starting acrobatic instruction and will graduate 
to Randolph Field about the third week in 
March. There were 59 cadets who started 
training in the 40E class and there are ap- 
proximately 32 left to complete the primary 
training course here. This is due to the elimi- 
nation process, better known as “washout”. 

Guiberson Diesel Engine Company of Dallas 
has purchased a Stinson from Booth-Henning, 
Inc It was bought minus the 320 Wright 
engine, as Guiberson plans to install an ex- 
perimental engine in the ship and use it for 
test work. 

“Doc” Speegle, former instructor with the 
Army Air Corps Training Detachment of 
Dallas Aviation School, has accepted a posi 
tion with Braniff Airways as co-pilot. 

A tri-motor Ford from Colombia, S. A., be- 
longing to the Colombian Petroleum Company, 
is in Booth-Henning hangar for a complete 
Overhaul of a Lockheed “12” be- 
longing to the Civil Aeronautics Authority has 


overhaul 


just been finished, all of which should prove 
that Love Field has one of the leading Repair 
Stations in this country, as well as one of the 
airports boasting heaviest trafhc. Our private 
airplane trafic into Booth-Henning, Dallas 
Aviation School and Campbell Aircraft, ranks 
with cities several times the size of Dallas in 
population 

Lieut. Bob Cannon has been joined here 
by Mrs. Cannon and they will make Dallas 
their home. Mrs. Cannon has been in Cali- 
fornia, where her husband was formerly sta- 
tioned before being transferred to the Train- 
ing Detachment at Love Field as part of the 
regular Army Staff 

Ben Bransom is attracting more than his 
share of attention these days with a red and 
white tri-motor Ford complete with sound 
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equipment and towing banner. The ship be- 
longs to the Morten Milling Company and is 
used to advertise a well-known brand of flour, 
and at present is on an extended tour of the 
State of Texas. 

Lieut. Dan Hooks, Army Air Corps, deserves 
a new medal for distinguished service since 
he has been giving lectures before various 
Dallas organizations. 

And soo-00-0-0-o0 until next month, don’t 
bounce when you land.—DOROTHY G. 
RODREICK. 

cGe 


Enid, Oklahoma 


Woodring Field Has Growing Visitor List 


Woodring Field has been the stage for much 
activity this past month, with one new ship 
taking its place “on the line”; it is a new 
Funk, which was purchased by Floyd Went- 
worth. 

Bill Vacin, manager, and Ted Anderson, 
instructor, have been doing much flying both 
with the CAA and outside students. 

Three pilots advanced their ratings during 
the past month. Gene Gates, who is ground 
school instructor for the CAA _ program, 
and Leon Vance, the “flying school teacher’’; 
both were awarded their private tickets. Elvin 
Dick, Medford, received his solo rating. 

Gene McKnight has outfitted his Cub with 
“fancy pants”; he painted them chromium. 
George Athey has kept his white Monocoupe 
“in condition” by giving it plenty of exercise. 
Bud Thompson has had plenty of tough luck 
with his Curtiss Robin, but is still working 
to get it relicensed. 

Martin Belveal is actively renewing his 
flying with the intention of actually getting 
in the game; he owned an Ox American 
Eagle on which he had considerable time. 
Mutt Calahan is almost ready to take his test 
to get back his commercial. 

Billy Jones, Medford, recently purchased 
a share in the Enid Flying Club’s Cub. 

“Doc” Fletcher “rose from the dead” to 
make an appearance at the airport and do some 
flying. 

Two students who evidently really believe 
they get a good deal from Bill Vacin in the 
way of instruction are Charlie Williams of 
Alva, Oklahoma, who is with the Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol, and “Doc” Gaston, who 
drives from Oklahoma City to get his time. 

Among the more regular visitors are Ellis 
Nelson, who flies from Stillwater to his home 
in Helena, and George Waller of Tulsa, still 
one of the “more frequent” stoppers. Art 
Pavey flew Doyle Cotton’s Spartan here from 
Tulsa. 

Others who found reason to use the tarmac 
of Woodring Field are Roy Hardy, who flew 
the Texas Company's red Beechcraft on a 
business trip, and Johnnie Halco, Shawnee, 
and Joe Pipkin, Fort Worth, who stopped in 
Joe’s Waco, “The Blue Streak”. 

Bill Cutter of Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
and Lieut. Chas. Young flew a Boeing F4B4 
from Dallas for a brief stop. Bud Loomis 
flew home to visit his parents from the 
Oklahoma Military Academy. W. G. Bruggett 
stopped on his way from the Porterfield fac- 
tory with a new Porterfield “90"" to Mangum, 
Oklahoma. Francis Clark and Lloyd Mc- 
Junkin of Wichita paid Bill V. a visit. Also, 
J. Strickland of Alva made a short stop in 
his red Cub.—"“ERNIE” McGEHEE. 

ce 


Jackson, Mississippi 
New Oil Well Booms Aviation 
Delta Demonstrates New DC-2 
The Jackson airport—arguing it has the 
finest small city landing facilities in the South 


is enjoying multiplied activity these days, 
with students keeping the air filled with 
trainers and oil exploration in rural counties 
north and east of here jumping private and 
airline flying more than just a notch or two. 


February's 29 days brought a slight reduc- 
tion in airmail poundage, but the number 
of passengers carried and the number of 
planes visiting the local airport remained about 
the same. Earl Howell, manager, reports that 
302 planes landed, 245 being scheduled craft 
and 47 
cial, or military planes. A total of 547 pas 


being private, non-schedule commer 


sengers and 3,741 pounds of mail was carried. 


In oil activity, a Union Producing Com 
pany plane has visited the airport a few times 
within the last month, and recently a plane 
operated by the Fain Drilling Company of 
Oklahoma City was here. Union Producing 
started the ball rolling by bringing in Mis- 
sissippi’s first oil well in Yazoo County, to 
the north of Jackson, several months ago. 
Since that time, exploration has been intense, 
bringing a number ot company planes to the 
city. 

I'wo pilots and two photographers are now 
in Jackson with the Abrams Aerial Survey. 
They are S. E. Hammond and B. S. Ham 
mond, pilots, and Lyle Graham and Milton 
Cerios, photographers, all of Lansing, Mich 
igan. An Edgar Tobin survey plane from 
San Antonio was here last month, bringing 
E. C. Chaney and Charlie Dyche to Jackson. 
The Abrams outfit is flying a Beechcraft and 
a Stinson, while the Tobin boys were in a 
Beechcraft. 

Mississippi Airways has soloed fourteen stu 
dents in the past month, and more are in the 
ofing. That was something of a record so 
far as statistics go, but bigger things can be 
expected. Mississippi Airways, headed by 
Earl Howell, who is also airport manager, is 
training ten government-sponsored students 
from Millsaps College, in Jackson, and ten 
from Hinds Junior College at Raymond, be 
sides training others. C. A. (Bud) Moore 
and Harold Bell are instructors, along with 
Mr. Howell. All deserve plaudits for the big 
work they are doing. 

Mississippi Airways has purchased another 
Cub Trainer, bringing the training fleet to 
four, including a Cub “50”, and Aeronca 
“K”, and a new Chief. All four ships are 
busy most of the time, and there’s a waiting 
list on balmy days, the like of which the 
Chamber of Commerce would have the world 
believe are with us 99 per cent of the time. 

R. D. Sanders, Mississippi textile manufac- 
turer and flying enthusiast, has purchased a 
new Cessna, trading his Stinson “105”. Mrs. 
Sanders flies too, and likes it. Bill Link, of 
Bentonia, has swapped his Waco for a Travel 
Air equipped for instrument flying. 

W. M. Robinson, CAA senior inspector 
from Atlanta, visited Jackson March 8th, 
while Inspector Tippett, from the Atlanta 
CAA office, is assisting Inspector Jim Shipp 
in this territory. Tippett hails from the West. 

John Alden, genial observer at the U. S. 
Weather Bureau station here, tells us that 
Murry W. Smith, recently of the local sta 
tion, has been transferred to Tallahassee, Flor- 
ida, where a new weather station has been 
opened in the government weather bureau 
expansion program. Smith, in moving, won 
a promotion from junior observer to assistant 
observer. His place in Jackson has not yet 
been filled, and likely won't be filled until 
around May Ist. 

Chicago and Southern Airlines are planning 
expansion of downtown offices, while Bob 
Faulk, of Monroe, La., has been transferred 
from the Atlanta office of Delta Air Lines 
to Jackson. Burrell Weber, C. & S. trafhc 
manager, recently journeyed to New Orleans 
with D. D. Walker, his line’s vice president, 
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Lafayette, Louisiana 


S.L.I. Aviation Students Entertained 
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red, white and blue with a Dutch 


buffet 


ried out in 


lunch served style It was reviving 


when Glynne 


When 


considered an 


an old custom that was started 


Jones was at the local port anyone 
soloed for the first time it was 


T hose in 


occasion calling for a “party’ 

vited besides the CAA students were the old 
time flyers Next to the eats the most inter 
esting features were aviation conversation and 
home movies From all reports i good time 


was had by all 


Considerable being made on the 


CAA flight 


progress 1s 
training at the Lafayette 


Up to the 


nave 


program 


present time 21 


30 students soloed, a total of 280 
having been flown 


divided into 


Advanced 


The flight training program 1s 
Dual, and 
ight students are in the ual stage, 17 
I i he D 


Advanced solo T} 


ups of 


three stages Primary 


Primary and 4 in the 
Flight Classes are divided into er 
each group having a different instructor 


$40.00 to S. L. L. whi 


The students pay 
covers physical examination, insurance, and 
ground instructions The Civil Acronauti 
Authority pays tor the er nd and flight 1 
struction 

[The CAA flight training program 1s spon 
wed by the Civil Aeronautics Authorit 
I gh the « peration of the Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute and | J. Gros, operator 
f the Lafayette Flying Service The cour 
calls for 35 to 50 hours flying time and 7 
hours of ground school Students. w sat 
factorily pass ground and flying tests a he 
completion of not less thar +S hours, are 
ranted a private pilot $ certincate rt ¢ T 
petency 

I stru rs a I J. Gros, Felix H 
Foremar and Robert G. Myer Fac in 
tructor lad 6to pass : special written and 
flight test in order to be eligible to instruct 
he CAA students 

Frederico G Lopez, Ir t Toa Alta, 
Puerto Rico, a student at S. L. L. taking the 
CAA training, soloed recently He is one of 
1 number of students from Puerto Rico who 
ire interested im aviation MRS I \ 
HUTCHINSON 


cc 


Mobile, Alabama 


Springhill Students Get Wings 
N.A. Decorates Their Lockheeds 


this month mostly cor 


We the ¢ mn 


cerns | A. L.’s Mobile station for the benefit 
of an d cowhand originally from here, 
lip Barnes, who is now at EAI Beau 
nont MNCe It eems he feels onesome r 
glected something Personally, if I had 
ew wite and a job in Texas, I'd be happy 
Anyhow ere 1S Tip Genial Chiet 
Osca Barney tion manager, recently re 
turned trom Atlanta with a hatful of new 


Aviation 


ideas gathered at the Convention of 





men there Herbert Duke, his able assistant 
bought a new Oldsmobile and a wire-haired 
pup Was going to call the pup “Tip”, but 
is ears ain't long enough Beer-barrel 
Bill Chambers and “Lady-killer” Dewitt Lang 
are still handling the trafhe with th: Makes 
you wanta fly hospitality for which the 
Great Silver Fleet is noted; while Orto Elsi 
vere handles the gasoline on the re-tuels 


with neatness and dispatch 


1 happy, hard-working and congenial gang 
and they send regards to all the friends who 
read this column 

CAA Inspector lim Schipp was in t’other 
day and the Springhill College boys were in 
a flat spin After the smoke cleared away 
the following boys had their wings via the 
solo route: Matt Condon, Bill McCallum, 


Jack Rambeau, Joe Landry, Joe Miller, Pete 


Collyer, Jim McNamara, Phil Carey, Jim 
Littlefield, Gus Gehr, Bill Verity, Phil Wash 
ichek, Bob Sperduto, Jim Condron, J. C. 
Davis, Bill Doerr and Ed Terrill. The 
dodo bird yet to fly is Frank Merri 


rapidly 


one 


lone 


wether whose wings are sprouting 


Jack Sedgewick, 
won't be long now, which applies also to his 


chief instructor, says it 


daughter, Betty, who is taking instructions 
from her dad. 

Also to solo was Albert “Porky” Collins, 
who, although failing to pass the sight test 
in the CAA College course, went ahead on 
his own and is doing a swell job. Joe Helm 
sing climbed another rung in the aviation 


ladder by passing his private pilot’s test last 


week. Congratulations, Joe. 
The old-timers took their hair down and 
had a good cry the other day It was due 


to saying goodbye to Irving Langford’s Great 
Lakes Trainer which he sold to Homer Woten 


f Van Wert, Ohio. It’s been on our held 
since 1936 

The work on the Army's new Southeast 
Air Depot here is progressing nicely, wit 


Washington 
Trunk, 


big-wigs trom 


visitor was Col 


visiting 
The latest 


many 


flying im 


flying a B-18 bomber Col. Trunk is chiet 
f the Army’s land and buildings section 
Accompanying him were Major Nurse, Major 
Whitten and Capt. Baxter of the Air Corps 

Another visitor of recent date was Wash 


Tubbs of Providence, R. 1, one of the old 


time glider pilots of the New England Glider 


who is 


Club He and my wife, Gretchen, 

also an old-time glider pilot, had quite 1 
time reminiscing over old times at Harris 
Hill, Elmira, N. Y where they used to go 


each summer for the National Meet 


National Airlines have painted up thei 


Lockheeds with a red stripe up the sides and 


nose and blue tails—and boy, are they hotsy 
totsy? I’m going to put a red stripe around 
the baggage cart to match it 

I'd better close this column before some 
body puts a red mark under my eye DON 


STREMMEL. 
DcCe 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


Uncle Jim Celebrates 
Winstead Takes Taylorcraft Agency 


reorganization of the 


Between taking over 

Aviation Club and celebrating his seventy 
second birthday, James Brazell, the nation’s 
oldest pilot, sort of became the on-cours¢ 


signal for aviation in Central Oklahoma in 


February 
guests and their 


Mrs. Brazell 


sign on February 


Everything, including the 


“in keeping” when 


“W elcome” 


29th to surprise Uncle Jim 


conduct, was 
hung out the 
I and surprised 


well 


was In addition to a flock of city 
wishers, ( A. Rowe bounded in with the 
Gulf Stinson, Bennett Grifhn took the op 


portunity to give Joe Shumate a little tw 


engined dual, and John Rogers just came fot 
the ride 

The only hangover was when Bob Gil 
christ landed his Cub next morning at his 


and the 
g after Gilchrist had left it 

Next to Mr Mrs. Jim 
couple were Mr. and Mrs 
One 


wires 


home of Clinton wind played 


port 


and probably the 


happiest Telegraph 


Company. hundred and _ seventy-eight 


congratulatory were received 


reorganization of its program, the 
Club voted to change to two meet 
month night and 
at noon. New the Club 
Brazell, president; Herbert Howell, vice presi- 
Keith Kahle, treasurer; and Clint John- 
Brazell succeeds W. C. 


In a 
Aviation 
the other 


ings a one at 


otticers of include 


dent ~ 


son, secretary. Lewis. 
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940 Air Tour for this 


section seems to be to move it up into April 


Consensus on the 


and to keep the route, geared to light aircraft, 
, : a @ 

within the State. The “Committee to find out 
exactly what everyone wants” includes Moss 


P; Bennie Turner, John Burke, 
Kahle and Jerry Sass 





erson, Howell, 


peaking of Sass, named to I 


Spe g choose the out 
standing contributor to Oklahoma aviation 
during 940, are Charles | Dorsey, Carl 
Winstead, Clint Johnson and Patterson The 
one so designated will receive the Jerry Sass 


. ss , 
trophy at the Aviation Club’s yearly meeting 





I ff t gain t 1 in Aviation Boy 
Sc roop are being revamped Ic will be 
recalled t it any 1 t ig 1 SW 1] troop 
e firs was formed and put i operation 
t irea, « y to encounte 2 buncl f 
1 Ww ded mossbacks 1 the ati al t 
hice W ga youtns sca < iragement 
More tha yout ave applied to take 
xamuinat t er ANCE » the Navy 
flying ec, whic will be ve here April 
7 by Art Laverents d corp 
f assista from Pensacola 
| iry circles, word is bee ceived 
hat Law s ying postmaster, Joe R. Reed 
as been raised to the rank of " ‘ 
Army \ Corps Reserve ind designated 
ind v tficer t +> il w 
B ke $s tly nN SC OLS ive eu ed 
Ww The Hilliards Fa ind Ra wer 
’ | lifferent < s but bot wen 
x i I er respec 
1SSe und w are ftellow flier Fac 
( al State ¢ ege, Ed 1d, whul Ray 
dying a e | ¢ \ tf Okla ’ 
N nar They are ft n Hon y 
Ca W stead tha ve " ird w k 
I « pa 1 t i < } 
i pec al s a 2 € privat 
da g the s She 1s Miss § ey 
W ead, Ca lest daug ind a veteran 
" 1 1 2 d-stickKler-f rules 
(a I dad i ikeotts i ] gs t 
€ passed « siXtec Dir day In connec 
wit tra g § daug (ar wit i 
et (Cessna As ik c < ca 
ix y tor e la craft € 
O ar «Wiley P 1 yellow Cub »k 
| r t it is now " er used 
urpiane I Sale $ attractive Vine He 1 
( ly " g decided extend her Hawa 
a) ¢ ips whe e gets back not even 
€ airport w be there, I 1 burs t 
icted < fidence e Oklahoma Cty iX 
pave ed a & 1 1€ i iN put a uge 
ew ) over e held 
ere rut the report it since 
( ge Burke moved Norman and its bevy 
t « eds, he has abandoned eating tobacco 


BENNIE TURNER 


ccs 


Ponca City, Oklahoma 


Thunderbird Club Plans Big Year 


Othcers elected at the recent annual meet 
f the hunderbird Aviation Club were 
Lee Hauge president Ralp Cooley IK 


president; Blanche Lucas, vice president; and 
Raymond Murray, secretary 

launched 
p Show, 


sponsored each year by the Club and eagerly 


The new ofhcials immediately 





ans for the 1940 Sportsman Air 


anticipated by pilots who have attended pre 
vious shows. This year the show will be on 
Sunday, May 5th, 


yn Saturday night, May 4th 


preceded by a hangar dance 


Plans are being formulated whereby this 


year will be one of the greatest the Club has 


Already 


own in the various activities and the “break 


known increased interest has been 


tast flights” have been particularly popular 
s, bringing flying clubs in the 
Southwest to some central point for breakfast 


gether, are real Sunday morning eye opener 


Raymond McNiece and Tom 


that the CAA Training Program is progressing 


Smyer report 


, ; : 
ry satisfactorily [he ground course tor 
, 


e non-college students has been organized 


ind put in operation 
Red Gray, the Conoco pilot, has undergone 


1 surgical operation at the Ponca City Hospi 


, ' " 
tal. The reports are that he is doing swell and 
should be back the cockpit in a very short 
me 
Okla Vanselous is spending the week 1 
' 
| Worth attending a livestock show He 


ade the trip there in his Luscombe 50 


rplanes belonging member ot 


Aviation Club made a Su 


Twelve a 


the Thunderbird 


day norning breakfast fheht to Stillwater on 


Marcl Ot enjoying the hospitality of Al 
Guthrie while there Several flying en 
thusiasts from Oklahoma City met the local 
[ ind made plans for other flights 


RALPH D. MURRAY 


cCe 


Springfield, Missouri 
Morgan Soloes All His CAA Students 
Hazelton Sets Shining Example 


Bob Gardner and Ray Nelson passed written 
exams for their private licenses when Inspec 
tor Burns was at the ‘port last month. Bad 
prevented them from taking flight 
tests Clarence Springer took his written ex 
amination tor an LC the same day 


Sherman Kuel n passed his written examina 


for a solo ticket and then drove up to St 
Louis a few days later and passed his flig 
test Sherman, now a Drury College student 
s planning to go to Boeing School ot Aero 
nautics in the future 


Three Cubs and an Aeronca made a break 


Branson a few Sundays ago 
Howard Morgan, Charles Kunz, Joe Falin, Bud 
Arnold, Stan Hampton and Frank Lynott were 
the Cubs. Dr. R. P. Smith and J. B. Kidd 
were in the Aeronca 
We n 
field—Robert 
Gilly was formerly with Curtiss-Wright in 
hage, M« 


t 
brought his reliable old Travel Aj 


fast flight to 


Ww nave two new mechanics at the 


Gilmore and Everett Dyer 


St. Louis and Everett is trom Car 


with him, and nearly every morning he can 
be seen practicing for his commercial license 


Bill Hazelton and 


Allen Bocks, pilot and 
r 


photographer for the Mark Hurd Air Mapping 


Company, are now based at the field for a 


while I he boys are 


photograpl! nz in ¢t 


White River country. 


Pearson Ward made a very neat one whe 
landing in the Cub following a tire puncture 
Pearson is rapidly building up time on a Cub, 
und is planning a cross country 


City to visit his mother 


Instructor Howard Morgan now has all 


CAA students soloed, and several of } b 
ure in the advanced stages Wayne Foster 
ind Joe Falin recently returned from Louis 


ville with a Stinson belonging to the Sp 


field Flying Service Stan Han pton tr 
Athens, Ga., is the new nstructor tor 
Springfield Flying Service He ha 
dents trom ST¢ 

Vernon Brown and Jess Blevins are study 
nz diligently tor their instructor rat 
which they hope to get before long Vic 
Simon has _ his thoughts on 1 commercia 


ticket which he probably will get this sur 


Bill Hazelton sure started something wW 
Nearly every p 


e hangar got a bath and wax follow 


¢ shined up his Stinsor 





Bill’s sh ining example 
Louis Smith, Ir plans to take his private 
test next montl He has been practic 
ulmost every day the weather permitted 
Having been checked out on the Stins 
Eddie Giles is now piloting passengers in D 
the Stinson and Waco, Karl Lipscomb come 
on Sundays and after ofhce urs to f 
s ¢ \ Travel Air 


HERB HYDI 


ce 


Savannah, Georgia 


Intercollegiate Flying Meet Planned 
Gar Wood Visits Local Port 


Sie |]. Robertson of 123 East I V-SiXt 
Street became the Armstrong Junior College's 
flying class’ first solo flier recently In t 


opinion of the instructor and others witness 


ing his first hop, Mr 


f Robertson did a fine 


, ' , 
taking his ship on a wide circle of the field 


and setting it down almost on the pot fr 








which he took off 
Solo flying is the goal of other membe 
f the flying class, all of whon ire rapidly 


Adams w give 
them the signal for their first flights alone 
Gar Wood, 


ind in industry a manutacturer of hydrau 1 


nearing the time when Mr 


nationally known sports fig 
equipment, was a pop caller at the Municipal 
Airport, dropping from the clouds in his bi 
motored amphibian with only a few mint 
idvance notice. 

Mr. Wood, who made a place for himself 
the sports world with his Miss America ser 
of speedboats, flew to Savannah from Mia 
accompanied by W. C. Robertson of Brook 
lyn, N. Y., his fleet sales manager 
United States Army " 
at the Municipal 
U. S. A., observed 


Any plane the 
now could land 
Col. Fred H. Cole 


attendants when he dropped in locally to put 





chase gasoline Col. Coleman is stationed at 





cor) HUMBLE AVIATION PRODUCTS 


Reliable Flight Companions 
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Tampa, Florida 


Annual Air Tour To Start June 24th 
NAA Dinner Widely Attended 
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f , " " e Wriz 
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the City of Tampa and the Tampa Chapter 
would be hosts to the Flying Fraternity of 
the State for the annual meeting of the 
Florida Aviation Association He announced 
that Gill Robb Wilson, National President of 
the NAA, would be present for this meeting 
Also expected are Gen. Henry H. Arnold, 
Chief of the Air Corps, Eddy Rickenbacker, 
representatives of the Civil Aeronautics Au 
thority, and other outstanding personalities in 
aviation 

\ State-wide model meet will be held on 
Sunday, June 23rd, and the annual Air Tour 
Monday 
lune 24tl Last vear a very successful tour 


was made to the New York World's Fair. The 


tour to be held this year will be routed and 


Northern destination on 


controlled by the National Organization 

The State Junior Chamber of Commerce 
Aviation Committee, under the chairmanship 
of Guy Ball, of Winter Haven, held an in 
portant meeting in Tampa on February 24t! 
Ike Vermilya, Herb Whitney, and Dewey Cole 


all flew in to attend. Clare Bunch, president 


of the Monocoupe Company, flew down from 
St Louis in one of his two motor jobs and 
iddressed the meeting in regard to bring ne 
aircraft factories to Florida 

Junior Chamber of Commerc« 
Aviation Committee has been very active and 
responsible for a great deal of the State 


wide aviation activities and interests 


The coronation of Honeymoon Isle’s firs 
king and queer Mr und Mrs Tom Phelps 
of St. Louis 


Kyser doing the regal honors 


took place in Tan pa with Kay 


Phelps, >2-year-old airline clerk, and i 
bride, Mary Beauvais, dentist's assistant, were 
selected by C. M. Washburn, owner of Honey 
hundreds of 


wn Isle, from applicants 


the first rulers of this unique island paradise 


R. E. BURRITI 
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Waco, Texas 
Braniff Host to Air-Minded Wacoans 


Last month was a celebration occasion at 
Waco’s municipal airport, when Braniff A 
nes resumed their regular air mail and passen 


ger service through this city, treating Wacoans 
to tree rides in one of their 14-passenger 
planes There are two schedules daily—one 
north and one south 

Branift's hospitality was enjoyed by the 
following: Mr. and Mrs. Tom Mabry; Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Newland 
Ss A. Rumsey; Garry Rogers: Jimmy Willi 
Miss Helen Walthers: William P. Clarke: 
S. M. Bunn: Mr. and Mrs. Kirksey: Carolyn 
Kirksey; Dan Littlefield; Lester Levy; Mr. and 
Mrs Benny Green: \ s 


George | Armstrong, all of Waco 


Jack is airport manager 


Hamilton; and 


Out of town guests on the passenger list 
were Captain B. B. Owens, Dallas Chamber of 
Commerce aviation committee; ¢ olonel Horac« 
B. Heidt, air ofhcer, Eighth Corps Area, Fort 
Sam Houston; William H. Clark, Ir., and Mrs 
H. W. Smith of Dallas; D. H 
Worth Chamber of Commerce aviation con 
Herbert Joseph, Fort Worth Chamber 
of Commerce; and the following Braniff ofh 
cials ] \ Dallas: A) Aldridge 


district manager ot Houstor Robert |. Smith, 


lohnson, Fort 
mittee; 
Murphy, 


vice president, Dallas; and James Shelby, dis 
trict manager, Fort Worth 

Captain William Walner was in charge of 
the plane, with T. W 


Miss Dorothy Duggins as hostess 


Royer as co-pilot and 


Local port visitors included N. T. Perkins 
und Sergeant | R. Cordrey of Kelly Field, 
who spent the night with friends Lucille 


Richards and Buddy Jones of Houston rocked 


through on a windy day to Houston from 
Dallas; Gene Meador, also of Houston, paid 
the local port a visit en route to Houston 
from Abilene. J]. D. Reed of Houston, of the 
National Guard unit, was an overnight visitor 
who came in flying an O-47 Texas National 
Guard ship 

Jack T. Davis still has a mania for shoot 
ing pictures from his ship {rs. Jack 1 
Davis had her private flight test recently, re 
ceiving her private license 

C. E. Howard of Waco has bought a n w 
Stinson 105, while I I Holt, 


Holt Beverage Company, has purchased a Cub 


president of 


Trainer 


Johnny Barrett of Baylor University has 


bought a Taylorcraft, with a Continental 


50 engine. 
Student flying in Waco has been consistent 
' 
despite the hard winter Baylor University 


does not include the CAA program as part of 


s curriculum However, there are several 


students engaged in flying at the present 


writing BERNARD McWILLIAMS 
DcCGe 


Wichita Falls, Texas 


Glider Meet Planned For June 
CAA Students Put on Party 


Clint Thompson and Jack Lapham, of 
Hang if 6 in San Antonio, stopped here on 
their way to Wichita, Kansas [hey were 


flying 1» Beechcraft 

S. V. Sigefred of Oakland, California, landed 
here on his way home from Lincoln, Nebraska 
N. F. Maddux of Pampa, Texas, 
uirport flying an Aeronca. Gay Hammond of 
Fort Worth landed here in a Beechcraft 

The Shell Pipe Line Patrol Monocoups 
piloted by J. | Wagner paid its regular 
weekly visit. Roy Hunt, of Oklahoma City 


has been in and out of the urport with his 


visited the 


Lockheed a number of times tl past n 

|. Tom O’Steen, city fireman, soloed re 
cently, and as a result had to buy drinks for 
everyone around 

The Hardin Junior College CAA student 
gave a party last month and every student 
arrived with a date. Bob Borton, in behalf of 
the class, presented Instructor Ralph Woods 
with a handsome flying jacket 

Don Smith, nephew of Inst ) \ 


made a trip to Oklahoma City with Ralph re 


cently, and on the return flight proceeded to 


get very airsick. In fact, Don ccu the | 
at Lawton and finished the trip Dy way t 
und. Don is also a salesman As proot: 40 


, , . 
horse power salesman, Don Smith sold a 40 


orse power Taylorcraft in a 40 mile an hour 


wind 

We have two newcomers to the feld this 
montt They are Martin Ribakoff and Jan 
Waldo. Martin is the new flying instructor 





t 1g Bob Belfry’s place, and Jim is the new 
bookkeeper for the Wichita Falls Air 


port Company The ofhce has been complete: 


ind is now open tor business 

The shops have been rather busy lately ind 
with mechanics Oscar A. (Shorty) Schalwabx 
ind Lynn R Trigeg on the job things are 
coming along fine 

Another glider meet is planned to be held 
here in June The meet is to be much 
this year and gliders from all parts of the 
country are to take part in the contests that 
are to be held. 

Plans to enlarge the airport cafe have been 
made and work is to be started soon, assuring 


1 much nicer and better equipped lunchroom 
Herman Barrows, well-known pilot from 


Electra, Texas, recently made a trip to Penn 
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sylvania to fly back a Taylor Cub for Club 
8 here in Wichita Falls. He was delayed 
seven days due to bad weather, and finally 
had to pack the plane to solid ground before 
he was able to take off. Mr. Barrows owns a 
Stinson 105 and visits the airport here very 


often 


Bob Borton and Theadore O’Rear, Hardin 
Junior College CAA _ students, made their 
cross countries recently, and from what we 
hear both of the boys enjoyed their flights very 


muc h. 


Pete Ballard purchased a Porterfield and 
the plane is to be hangared here so that he 
may take flying lessons. Martin Ribakoff flew 
the plane from Oklahoma City for him. 


Che inspector visited the airport last month 


ind Glenn Meece, local pilot, passed his private. 


The ground classes are still being held twice 
i week, and navigation 1s the subject discussed. 


Glenn Meece has been holding the classes lately. 


INA RAYE BALLARD. 
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Lawrence, Kansas. A letter from Ever 
ett Allison reports that the Municipal Airport 

a busy place these days. In addition to the 
16 planes now hangared at the field, flight 
training is in full swing, with a primary flight 
class of fifty and an advanced class of five 
Kansas CAA students 


uge of 28 regular private students. Practically 


Also, there is an aver 


] | 
every day visiting thers from other sections of 


the country make Lawrence a “Port of Call 


Corpus Christi, Texas. G. F. “Red” 
Noakes, a First Lieutenant in the Reserves, 
is looking forward to two weeks of active 
service with the Flying Corps. Noakes is as 
sociated in business with his father, who op 
erates the A. Noakes Machine Shop, doing 
work on locomotives, oil field and heavy farm 


equipment 


Fort Worth, Texas. Les Bowman of 
Aircraft Sales, had a 1940 Stinson “105” and a 
display of Lear products in the Exhibit Build 
ing at the Southwestern Exposition and Fat 
Stock Show in March. The display aroused a 


great deal of public interest. 


Liberty, Texas. Climaxing a gala ob 
servance of Liberty’s First Annual Aviation 
Day, Abe Miles, Liberty flying enthusiast and 
one of the best known young fliers in the 
Southwest, was named president of the Texas 


Private Pilots’ Association 


With more than 30 planes and 71 pilots 
registered, the celebration assumed propor 
tions far beyond the dreams of its most op 
timistic sponsors. Hundreds of visitors both 
here and at Anahuac turned out to see the 
trin and colorful “flivver” planes and to 
extend a cordial welcome to the flyers who 


came from all points of the compass. 


All present agreed that the Liberty-Anahuac 
events, the first of their kind ever staged in 
Texas, were by far the most impressive and 
successtul for the furthering of civilian avia- 
tion ever attempted in the Southwest. It is 
expected that the event will be even larger 


trom every standpoint next year 


Among some of the outstanding flyers 
present were: Ralph Devore of Fort Worth, 
division inspector of the CAA; Les Bowman of 
Dallas, famed stunt and test pilot; Hugh 
Herndon, renowned Dallas-to-Tokio trans- 
Pacific ace; Miss Lycylle Richards, former 
world’s champion cowgirl of Houston; and 


many others 


APRIL, 1940 


INSTRUCTOR COURSES OPEN 


@ The CAA has announced that arrange- 
ments have been made whereby 600 commer- 
cial pilots will be permitted to take primary 
refresher courses which will qualify them for 
flight instructor’s ratings. The courses are 
available to pilots interested in securing flight 
instructor's ratings as well as those now hold- 
ing such certificates but not as yet re-rated 
under the Authority’s standardization pro- 


gram. 


The courses will provide from seven to ten 
hours of instruction. Successful applicants 
must pay their own transportation to the 
school and their own subsistence while taking 
the course. The Authority will pay the school 
$100 tuition for each applicant taking the 
course. Applications are now being received 
by the Authority and courses will begin as 
soon as the first applicants are chosen. Ap- 
plication blanks and further information can 
be secured from the Authority’s Private Fly- 
ing Development Division, Washington, or 


from the Regional Offices. 


Ge 
NEW AVIATION CATALOG 


e Air Associates, Inc., is now distributing 
to the trade its new No. 18 Catalog of Avia- 
tion Materials, Supplies and Accessory Equip 
ment. Much engineering and technical data, 
as well as other pertinent information make 
this new catalog a valuable source of refer 
ence for the aircraft industry. Distribution 


is limited to trade customers only. 
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DIRIGIBLE PROGRAM 
RECOMMENDED 


e A 5-year, $10,000,000 program for the 
construction of dirigibles has been recom 
mended to Secretary Edison, of the Navy 
Department, by a two-man board consisting 
of Rear Admiral E. J. King and Captain 
Garland Fulton. 

In 1938, Congress appropriated $500,000 
for the construction of a dirigible of 3,000, 
00U cubic feet to replace the Los Angeles, which 
came to us from Germany after the World 
War, and survived to be retired for old age. 
However, the controversy over designs caused 
the appropriation to elapse. The Board sug 
gests that the Navy go ahead with the work 
under the old authorization and also build 
ten or more non-rigid blimps. Later, it 
proposes that two more dirigibles, larger than 
the Macon and the Akron, be built to act 
as long-range scouts and aircraft carriers. 
In the 5-year period, 276 officers and 950 
enlisted men might have a chance to spend 
some time in the ballooning branch of the 


service. 
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SARASOTA AIR MARATHON 


e@ The first annual non-stop refueling com 
petitive air marathon began on March 30th 
at Sarasota, Florida. Sponsored by the Sara 
sota Chamber of Commerce and Aero Club, 
and approved and licensed by the Civil Aero- 
nautics Authority and NAA, total awards 
up to $10,000 in prize money are being 
offered to winning contestants in the event 
the existing land plane record of twenty-two 
and one-half days for continuous non-stop 
refueling flight is broken by one or more 


planes. 
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NEW BOOKS 
(Quiz System) 

“Aeronautical Training,” 1940 
edition covering PILOT EXAMI- 
NATIONS in all grades; includes 
Navigation, Meteorology, Civil Air 
Regulations and new teletype code 
for private pilots. $2.00 postpaid 
or C. O. D. 

“Instrument Flying.” An Instruc- 
tor Manual, fully covering all ex- 
amination questions for Instrument 
Rating, including Radio-Telephone. 
$4.00 postpaid or C. O. D. 

QUIZ SYSTEM 
Dept. S., 1435 Flower St. 
Grand Central Air Terminal 


Glendale, Calif. 








He trained ’em in 


TEXAS, 


he led ’em in France! 


It’s all here, 
IN 


pe’ AT'EM 


Lt.-Col. Harold E. Hartney’s 


The C. O. of 
America’s first 
Pursuit Group, 
World War |, 
tells the amaz- 
ing story of 
war-time avia- 
tion for the 
first time. 
Required reading for all airmen. 





Just published by Stackpole Sons 
$2.50 





Order Your Copy Now 
from 
SOUTHERN FLIGHT 


P. ©. Box 750, Dallas, Texas 
$2.50 PER COPY, POSTPAID 
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7 @ Forecasting that by the end of 1942 there 
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COMPLETE AVIATION SERVICE Lycoming Controllable Propellers 


Avrline Wivtahnance for the Pivals Chen 
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Instrument flying 


Se iia 


instrument accuracy Pioneer Manifold Pressure Gauge 


Pioneer Precision covers every 
step in the operation of this mod- 
ern plant. Here skilled Pioneer 
craftsmen work in controlled 
atmosphere, with equipment of 
the most advanced character. 


and PIONEER precision 


produces it! 


Every increase in the purview of Instrument Flying makes the precision 
exercised in the manufacture of Pioneer Aircraft Instruments still more 
vitally important to every pilot. 

The few devoted Pioneer craftsmen who began building these excellent 
instruments twenty years ago have been joined by a great many others, 
equally expert. The few Pioneer Instruments of 1919 have been followed, in 
steady procession by other and finer, more versatile, more sensitive units. 
The precision observed in their manufacture, too, has been steadily enhanced 
as Science contributed new and better means of inspection and control. 

So you fly more surely, smoothly, safely ... which is “all the reason in 
the world” for never relaxing Pioneer Precision. 


PIONEER INSTRUMENT 


DIVISION OF BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION 
Bendix, New Jersey, U.S.A. 











